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OF  THE 


EXCISE  -  SCHEME,  &c. 


E  have  been  often  told  in  publick, 
that  every  Body  hath  done  with 
the  Excise,  except  the  Crafts¬ 
man  •  whereas  it  appears  by  Ac-* 
counts  from  all  Parts  of  the 
Kingdom,  that  the  People  are 
very  far  from  having  done  with 
it ,  and  fcem  to  be  in  no  fuch  Dilpoiition,  till 
They  have  fecured  Themfelves  and  their  Poftcrity, 
as  far  as  it  lies  in  their  Power,  againft  the  Revi¬ 
val  of  it.  Nay,  it  is  manifeft  that  even  the  Pro - 
jeitor  Himfelf  hath  not  yet  done  with  his  Scheme  * 
for  though  fuch  a  national  Rebuff  as  He  lately 
met  with  from  all  Parties  was  fufficient,  one  would 
think,  to  induce  any  Man  in  his  right  Senfes  to 
drop  a  Project  fo  univerfally  odious,  and  to  bury 
it,  if  psliible,  in  eternal  Oblivion  j  yet  it  is  very 
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?kin  from  his  Conduct  that  either  the  natural 
•ondnefs  of  a  Parent  for  his  Off  Ipring,  however 
deformed,  the  Vanity  of  Power,  and  Impatience 
of  a  Defeat,  or  the  terrible  Exigency  of  his  Affairs, 
and  fome  fecret  Engagements,  not  fit  to  be  re¬ 
veal'd,  have  got  the  better  of  his  Reafon,  and  are 
predominant  in  his  Mind  above  all  other  Confede¬ 
rations.  I  do  not  fpeak This  without  good  Grounds; 
for,  not  to  infill  on  the  Converfation  of  his  Agents 
and  Emijjaries  in  Coffee-houfes  and  other  publick 
Places,  or  even  the  Language  of  much  higher  Per- 
fons ,  He  hath  taken  effectual  Care  to  convince  us 
that  the  fame  Deftgn  is  Hill  in  being,  and  that  He 
only  waits  a  more  convenient  Opportunity  for  put¬ 
ting  it  in  Execution.  Ever  fince  his  memorable 
Overthrow  laffc  Spring,  the  whole  Poffe  of  his  AcU 
locates  have  been  taught  to  tune  their  mercenary 
Quills  in  Praife  of  the  Attempt,  and  to  mourn  over 
the  Lofs  of  it.  A  Multitude  of  feledt  Hands,  in 
minijlerial  Pay ,  have  been  employed  to  frame  Apo- 
logies  for  Him,  of  various  Kinds;  and  the  poor , 
hackney  Beafts  of  the  Poll-Office  have  crouch'd  un¬ 
der  their  Burt  he  n*  Circular  Letters  have  been  fent 
in  the  Name  of  Mr.  jos.  Bell,  to  all  the  Pofi- 
mafters  in  the  Kingdom,  with  Orders  to  make  thefe 
Papers  as  publick  as  ifhey  can ;  to  fend  up  the 
Names  of  all  Perfons  within  their  Delivery ,  who 
keep  Cojfee-houfes ,  where  Gentlemen  refort  to  read 
the  News,  that  : They  Ukewife  may  be  furnijhed  with 
them  Gratis  ;  and  even  moll  private  Families  of 
any  Note  have  had  them  croud ed  in  upon  Them 
by  the  fame  Hands. 

rI  hough  the  Poft-Ojfce  was  never  before  profli- 
tuted  in  inch  a  Manner,  this  Method  of  difperilng 
Pamphlets  is  not  new  in  it  fell,  but  only  a  dull 
Imitation  of  Doctor  Anodyne  and  other  Quacks  of 
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the  Town;  who  are  obliged  to  write  Books  in 
their  own  Praife,  and  order  them  to  be  given  a~ 
way  gratis  to  all  Perfons,  who  will  be  fo  kind  as 
to  read  them.  But  Do&or  Anodyne  y  like  moft 
Originals,  hath  vaftly  the  Advantage  of  his  Imitator  ; 
for  nobody  overcharged  the  Tokey  which  He  puts 
about  Childrens  Necks,  with  doing  any  Mifchief ; 
whereas  the  Projefiors  Packets  contain  nothing  but 
Infection  and,  like  Pandora's  Box,  are  deljgn’d  to 
Ipread  Mifchief,  wherever  they  are  opened. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  enumerate,  and  much  more 
to  anfwer,  all  the  Productions  of  this  Kind,  which 
have  been  fpread  through  the  Kingdom  within  a 
few  Months  paft  ;  but  one  of  them  having  been 
difpers'd  in  uncommon  Quantities,  and  with  more 
than  ordinary  Induftry,  I  am  induced  to  bellow 
fome  Pains  upon  it ;  and  from  this  Specimen  of 
their  Reafoning  I  lhall  leave  my  Countrymen  to 
judge  of  the  reft. 

We  were  given  to  underftand,  feveral  Months 
ago,  that  a  notable  Treatife  was  coming  forth, 
which  would  intirely  fatisfy  the  People,  as  to  the 
true  Intention  of  the  late  Excift-Sche?ne ;  nay,  it 
was  confidently  affirm'd  that  the  Projector  had  em¬ 
ployed  one  of  his  Prelatical  Advocates  to  draw  it 
up;  but  by  feveral  characterillical  Strokes  con¬ 
tained  in  it,  I  am  apt  to  think  that  my  Friend 
Cams  was  the  Penman  of  this  Piece ,  in  Conjun¬ 
ction  with  that  confummaU  Statefnany  whofe  Blun¬ 
ders  in  foreign  Affairs  are  now  come  to  their  full 
Maturity,  and  who  ieems  ambitious,  at  prefent, 
to  diftinguifh  his  Genius  as  confpicuoufly,  in  Poinrs 
of  domejlick.  Government . 

Before  I  enter  into  the  Matter  of  this  favourite 
Treat ifey  I  cannot  forbear  flopping  a  little  at  the 
T’itfifagt'z  in  which  our  Author  condcfccnds  to 
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imitate  thofe  fad  Dogs  the  Vintners  -and  TVine-. 
Brewer sy  who  frequently  hang  out  a  fine ,  gilded 
Bujb ,  in  order  to  put  off  bad  Liquors . — It  runs  in 
the  following  Words. 

fib e  Rife  and  Fall  of  the  late  projected  Excise 
impartially  confider  d.  By  a  Friend  to  the  English 
Constitution. 

It  is  impoffibie  for  any  Pamphlet  to  bear  an 
honefter  Title;  but  as  foon  as  I  open'd  it,  the 
Marks  of  a  minifierial  Hack  difeover’d  Themfelves 
in  every  Page  ;  for  inffead  of  finding  this  Affair 
impartially  confider' d,  as  one  might  reafonably  ex¬ 
pert  from  a  Friend  to  the  Englijh  Confutation ,  the 
whole  Piece  appeared  to  be  a  fordid  Juftifica- 
tion  of  the  Meafures  on  one  Side ,  and  the  fillieffc 
Mifreprefentation  of  the  Qppofition  on  the  other.*-* 
But  I  have  not  yet  done  with  the  fiitle  *  for  even 
the  Motto  deferves  a  little  Conlideration.  It  Hands 
thus,  both  in  the  Pamphlet  it  felf^  and-  all  the  Ad- 
yerfi foments. 

• - -Remember ,  O  my  Friends ,  the  Laws, 

.  fihe  Liberty,  the  generous  Plan  of  Power 9 
Deliver  d  down  by  your  renown' d  Forefathers , 
fihe  Price  of  fo  much  Bloody  and  never  fuffer 
It  to  perijh  in  your  Hands .  Cato. 

Upon  reading  tliefe  Lines,  I  remember’d  fome- 
thing  like  them;  but  was  furprized  to  fee  the 
Tragedy  of  Cato  quoted  for  them,  and  was  fure 
that  Mr.  Addison  could  not  be  guilty  of  cloath- 
ing  fo  noble  a  Sentiment  in  fuch  low,  flat,  inhar¬ 
monious  Verification.  I  therefore  immediately 
took  down  his  Works,  and,  turning  to  the  PaL 
fage,  found  it  thus,  viz* 
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‘Remember^  0  ray  Friends yt be  Laws ,  the  Rights y 
The  generous  Flail  of  Power  deliver  d  down , 

■  From  Age  to  Age ,  by  your  renown  d  Forefathers 7 
\  So  dearly  bought ,  the  Price  of  fo  much  Blood! 

-  O,  let  it  never  perijh  in  your  Hands , 

But  pioujly  tranfmit  it  to  your  Children  ! 

The  Reader  will  obferve,  upon  comparing  thefe 
Verfes  together,  that  there  is  not  fo  much  as  one 
Line  alike;  and  that  the  Conftderer ,  by  transfu- 
fing  them  into  his  Title  Page ,  hath  loft  all  the  Spi¬ 
rit,  all  the  Mufick,  all  the  Cadence,  and  all  the 
Pathos,  which  are  fo  beautiful  in  the  Original. 
•Never  was  fo  fine  a  Writer  mangled  in  fo  terrible 
a  Manner.  It  puts  me  in  mind  of  an  ignorant , 
Country  Curate ,  who  fpent  the  greateft  Part  of  his 
Life  in  correcting  Tillotfotfs  Sermons  into  bad 
Language,  and  preaching  them  for  his  own. — * 
Can  any  Body  of  a  tolerable  Ear  read  the  laft 
Line,  without  being  fhock’d  ?  If  our  excellent  Lad- 
rcat  had  been  on  one  Side  of  this  Scribbler ,  and 
Stephen  Duck  on  the  other,  They  would  cer¬ 
tainly  have  lugg'd  Him  by  the  Ears,  telling  Elim 
that  Cato  was  a  fine  Poem  and 

* - -They  would  never  fujfer 

It  to  perijh  in  his  Hands . 


Vellit  &  admonuit . 


- Cynthius  Aurem 


This  very  Circumftance  almoft  confirms  me  in 
the  Conjecture  that  Cams  was  the  Manufacturer  of 
this  Piece ,  under  the  Direction  of  his  Mafter  Ho¬ 
race  ;  for  I  am  fure  thefe  Lines ,  as  He  hath  quo- 
ted  them,  found  more  like  an  IriJJj  Howl  than  the 
-  Poetry  of  our  Rnghjh  Virgil , 

elides,  the  Fellow  s  Judgment  is  as  bad  as  his 
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Ear  ;  for  what  had  Cato,  or  Mr.  Addison  to  do 
at  the  Head  of  a  Pamphlet,  written  in  Defence  of 
a  Scheme  for  giving  up  var  Laws  and  Liber¬ 
ties,  in  one  of  the  moft  efiential  Articles  ?  He 
might  as  well  have  quoted  the  Seventh  Command* 
ment ,  in  jollification  of  Adultery . 

The  Piece  itfelf  contains  nothing  but  a  dull 
-Repetition  of  the  fame  empty  Stuff,  in  Favour  of 
Excifes ,  which  hath  been  anfwered  above  fifty 
Times  already  *  interlarded  with  the  fame  Strain  of 
ferfonal  Calumny ,  and  fome  new  Afiertions,  as  Cap¬ 
tain  Gulliver  calls  them,  of  Things  that  are  not * 

Indeed,  all  the  Court  Writers  continue  to  treat 
this  Subject  juft  as  if  it  had  never  been  examined 
before  ;  and  infill  on  the  fame  ftale  Topicks  of 
Frauds ,  Improvement  of  * the  Revenue ,  and  Relief 
from  other  Taxes ,  without  taking  the  leaft  Notice 
of  what  hath  been  faid,  in  Anfwer  to  1  hem ;  fo 
that  I  find  my  felf  in  the  fame  Condition  with 
Andrew  Marvel \  when  he  was  contending  for  Li¬ 
berty,  againft  that  infamous  Tool  DoCtor  Parker  ; 
and  as  I  am  engaged  with  an  Adverfary  of  the 
fame  Stamp,  and  in  a  Caufe  of  the  fame  Kind, 
Mr.  Marvels  Apology  mull  be  mine. — What  have 
my  Readers  and  I  to  do ,  but  pity  one  another  ?  I 
viujt  quote  all  over  again ,  and  They  read  it  all  * 
and  you  will  affirm ,  and  deny  ;  deny  and  affirm , 
without  any  Regard  to  Truth ,  or  Honejty  •  and  yet 
all  This  and  more  We  mujl  endure ,  out  of  Love  to 
JuJtice.  . 

However,  I  will  give  thePublick  as  little  Trou¬ 
ble  as  poffible,  by  contracting  my  Remarks  into 
the  fhorteft  Compafs,  and  referring  the  Reader  to 
other  Writings,  where  the  fame  Arguments,  or 
Allertions,  have  been  more  fully  examined  and 
confuted, 

T  he  Omftierer  begins  with  acquainting  U£  that 
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'the  late  Scheme  is  intirely  laid  afide ;  that  Thole* 
who  were  once  for  it ,  will  never  attempt  it  a  fecond 
Time  ;  that  They,  of  all  Mankind,  are  the  leaf 
likely  to  bring  it  again  on  the'  Carpet  *  and  there¬ 
fore  that  all  Apprehenfions  of  Hanger  from  Them 
are  undoubtedly  at  an  End  *  with  fevcral  other 
Exprelfions  of  the  fame  Kind,  which  are  fcatter’d 
through  the  whole  Pamphlet,  and  ought  to  be 
look’d  upon  only  as  fo  many  Affertions  of  Things  y 
that  are  not  ;  for  though  we  are  told  that  befides 
the  mofi  exprefs  and  pofitive  Affurances  to  this 
Piirpofe^JVe  may  be  convinced  of  it  from  the  Na~ 
ture  of  Things  *  I  never  heard  of  any  fitch  Aft** 
ranees ,  unlefs  the  prefent  Declaration  of  our  Au¬ 
thor  deferves  that  Tide*  and  if  we  may  judge 
from  the  Nature  of  Things ,  there  is  the  ifrongeit 
Reafon  to  believe  that  the  Scheme  ifill  fuhfifls  id 
its  full  Vigour*  The  Projector  Himfeif  hath  been 
fo  far  from  giving  it  up^*that  his  Advocates  have 
been  employed,  for  feveral  Months  pafl,  in  trum-s 
peting  forth  the  Advantages  of  it,1  and  condoling 
with  their  Countrymen  on  the  Mifearriage  of  fei 
national  a  Bleffing-  They  have  even  had  the  Info- 
lence  to  tell  ms,  both  in  publick  and.  private^  that 
fo  glorious  a  Bill  will,*  one  Day,  pals  by  the  ge~ 
neral  Confent,  may  even  at  the  Requeft,  of  all 
Parties ;  and  the  whole  Drift  of  the  Pamphlet 
now  before  us  is  manifefily  calculated  to  work  up 
the  People  to  fuch  a  Frenzy.  'I  bis  will  appear 
more  evident  in  every  Page,  as  We  go  along; 

Let  us  therefore  fee  the  State  of  the  Cafe,  as 
the  Confident  hath  drawn  it  lip,  between  the 
Projector  and  his  Oppofers. 

u  The  Scheme  it  felf,  fays  He ,  and  the  Ad  van* 
u  stages,  or  Inconveniences  of  it  being  intirely  over $ 
u  it  only  remains  to  enquire  who  are  entitled  to 
u  our  Refentmentq  (if  any  mull  be  exprefs’d  iipoif 
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a  the  Oecafion  ; )  Thofe  Gentlemen ,  who  propofed 
u  this  Scheme  for  preventing  Frauds ;  or  Thofe , 
a  who  for  the  Sake  of  Oppofition ,  would  fuller 
<c  thofe  Frauds  to  continue  itill.” — What  a  modefi, 
impartial  Creature  is!  his;  and  how  very  candidly 
does  He  Hate  the  Point  in  Difpute  ?  The  Pr<?- 
jecfor ,  good  Man !  had  no  other  View,  you  fee,  in 
propoling  this  Scheme  than  meerly  the  Prevention 
cf  Frauds  ;  and  his  wicked  Adversaries ,  to  a  Man, 
were  actuated  by  nothing  but  a  Spirit  of  Oppofi - 
f/h/7.  Grant  the  Confiderer  but  this  one  Point,  and 
I  will  defy  the  fnreudelt  Man  alive  to  anfwer  the 
reft  of  his  Book. — Whatever  Liberties  He  may 
take  with  thefe  Malignant s ,  who  oppofed  the  Biff 
far  be  it  from  me  to  call  in  Queltion  the  Honour 
and  Integrity  of  any  Gentleman,  who  voted  for  it. 
Let  his  Words  Hand  in  their  full  Extent,  that 
thefe  Gentlemen  were  fwayed  by  no  other  Motive 
than  the  Good  of  their  Country  ;  yet,  at  the  lame 
Time,  I  mult  lay  Claim  to  a  fmall  Degree  of 
Aftonifhment  that  this  political  Ray  of  Patriotifm 
fliould  illuminate  only  one  Set  of  Men ,  and  that 
the  whole  Kingdom  befidcs,  both  in  Parliament 
and  out  ot  it,  fhould  be  in  a  State  of  Reprobation, 
blinded  with  the  Spirit  of  Oppofition  to  their  own 
Intereib,  as  well  as  That  of  the  Nation. 

He  proceeds  in  the  fame  impartial  Manner  as 
follows.  —  u  I  he  real  Foundation,  upon  which  the 
u  Gentlemen  for  the  Bill  proceeded,  was  This- and 
u  no  other.  They  believed  it  both  reafonablc  and 
“  beneficial  to  take  off  the  heavicjl  of  the  Duties 
iC  We  now  lye  under,  if  This  could  be  done, 
“  without  laying  a  new  Tax,  meerly  by  collecting 
<c  the  proper  Duties  upon  Wine  and  Tobacco. 

T  he  People’s  Memory  mull  be  as  unfound  •  as 
the  Excife  Advocates  reprefent  their  Judgment,  if 
They  have  forgot  that  the  Projector  was  fo  far 
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from  making  any  of  his  Excife  s  a  Foundation  for 
taking  off  old  Duties,  that  the  Power  and  Profit, 
which  accrued  to  Him  by  new  Levies  of  Officer s, 
in  his  firft  Attempts,  encouraged  Him  to  proceed 
in  the  fame  Track,  and  revive  old  Duties ,  inftead 
of  taking  off  any,  which  before  exifled.  As  for 
Infhnce,  the  Excife  on  Coffee ,  Tea  and  Chocolate 
was  ufherd  in  by  the  fame  Projector  with  folemn 
Promifes  of  great  Eafe  to  the  Subject,  and  that  it 
would  prove  a  Means  of  difeontinuing  other  Du¬ 
ties  more  hurthenfome .  But  how  were  thefe  golden 
Promifes  periomfd  ?  Why,  by  the  Revival  of  the 
moil  heavy  Tax,  that  ever  was  laid  on  any  Peo¬ 
ple  ;  I  mean  the  Excite  on  *  Salt .  As  the  Revi¬ 
val  of  this  Excife  proceeded  from  the  Excife  on 
Coffee ,  Tea  and  Chocolate ,  fo  the  intended  Excife 
on  Wine  and  Tobacco  would  undoubtedly  have  been 
followed  with  an  Excife  on  Sugar  and  other 
Things,  notwithilanding  any  minijlerial  Promifes 
to  the  contrary. 

The  Reafons  affign’d,  in  the  next  Paragraph,  for 
the  Excife  Scheme ,  are  the  Negligence  and  Cor¬ 
ruption  of  QiJlom~houfe  Officers  *  That  is,  of  Ser¬ 
vants  intirely  at  the  Difpofal  of  the  Projector.  Why 
are  They  negligent  ?  Becaufe  otten  in  an  Hurry  ? 
To  This  I  think  it  may  be  anfwered,  that  the 
Nation  can  better  fpare  Time  than  Moneys  and 
the  Difference  in  Time  between  doing  a  Thing 
right ,  and  doing  it  wrong,  is  not  very  great.  It 
does  not  therefore  feem  reafonable  that  the  Nation 
fhould  be  brought  into  an  expo  jive  and  definitive 
Scheme,  for  the  Sake  of  an  Holiday,  and  fomc 
Hours  of  Afternoons  Diverfion  to  their  Servants . 
- — But  why  are  thefe  Officers  corrupt  ?  As  to  That, 
our  Author  is  quite  iilent,  and  would  willingly  throw 
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the  whole  Blame  upon  the  Merchants  and  i Traders , 
who  corrupt  them  ;  though  it  hath  been  fully  pro¬ 
ved  that  *  this  Evil  hath  another  Root,  and  is 
chiefly  owing  to  the  great  Patent  Offices  held  in 
Trull  for  Perions,  who  never  go  near  the  Cuftom~ 
Houfe,  but  leave  the  Execution  of  their  Duty  to 
Deputies ,  with  little  or  no  Salaries ;  which  they  are 
obliged  for  a  Maintenance  to  make  up  in  Perqui « 
Jttes.  Thefe  Patent  Officers  were  eflablifhed,  and 
had  Deputies  allowed  Them,  when  the  Cujloms 
were  but  5  per  Cent *  and  confequently  there  was 
but  little  Temptation  for  Frauds.  Another  Reafon 
for  thefe  Frauds  is,  that  the  inferior  Officers  oj  the 
Clift em-houfe  are  not  in  the  Nomination  of  the  Com - 
mifftoners ,  like  the  Officers  of  Excife ,  but  are  ap« 
pointed  by  the  Treafury ;  and,  when  found  guilty 
of  any  Offence,  are  frequently  fupported  by  Thofey 
who  firft  recommended  Them.  In  This  conliffs 
the  only  Difference  between  Excifemen  and  Cut* 
jhm-houfe  Officers,  as  to  their  Probity  and  Con¬ 
duct  in  the  Collection  of  the  Revenue.  This  was 
confefsxt  by  the  Commifftonets  oj  the  Cujloms  them- 
felves,  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  •  though  it  was 
vifible  enough  that  the  Subltance  of  their  Evidence, 
1  know  not  by  what  Management,  was  far  from 
being  calculated  either  for  the  Credit,  or  Intereft 
of  their  own  Office »  Is  it  n6t  therefore  very  hard 
that  the  Nation  Should  be  at  an  exorbitant  Price 
p3  maintain  a  Parcel  of  Drones  in  thefe  great  Sine <*■ 
cures ,  and  at  the  fame  Time  pay  for  the  Infidelity 
pf  their  Deputies  *  nay,  even  have  their  Liberties 
taken  away,  in  order  to  prevent  Frauds ,  which  are 
occasioned  by  the  NegleCt  of  the  Projector  Him- 
feli,  who  hath  one  of  the  molt  considerable  of  thefe 

Offices, 
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Offices  in  his  Family,  for  feveral  Lives,  befides 
numberlefs  other  Employments? 

We  are  told  that  the  Frauds  and  Abufes,  that 
do  already  appear  from  the  Report  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee,  are  very  extenfive  and  important - How  im¬ 

portant  They  are,  hath  been  already  *  considered, 
and  may  be  Seen  in  the  Report  itfelf;  from  whence 
this  impartial  Gentleman  infers,  with  his  ufual  Sa¬ 
gacity,  that  the  Frauds  undifcovered  mujl  be  very 
numerous ,  when  Gentlemen,  not  at  all  converfant  in 
fitch  unjujl  Practice Sj  jhould ,  in  the  jhort  Time  aU 
lotted  to  their  Enquiry be  able  to  bring  fo  many  to 
Light— 1  do  not  fee  any  Thing  very  wonderful 
in  This  ;  for  can  it  be  fuppofed  that  the  Managers 
of  the  Revenue ,  who  chiefly  compofcd  this  Committee , 
by  the  particular  Addrefs  of  the  ProjeBor,  could  be 
totally  unacquainted  with  the  Frauds  in  the  ColleBiou 
of  it ;  or,  to  ufe  our  Author  s  Words,  not  at  all 
converfant  in  fuch  unjujl  PraBices  ?  They  had  all 
the  Advantages,  which  any  Men  could  poffibly 
have,  in  fuch  a  Cale.  I  prefume  it  v/ill  not  be 
pretended  that  They  were  deny'd  the  Infight  of 
the  Cifiom-houfe  Books ,  or  any  other  Affiftance, 
which  They  thought  requifite  to  a  compleat  Dif- 
covery  ;  befides  the  Evidence ,  which  had  been  col¬ 
lected  before  with  incredible  Pains,  as  the  very 
Foundation  of  the  Excife-Scheme ,  and  was  parti¬ 
cularly  enumerated  by  the  ProjeBor  Himfelf,  when 
He  hrft  opened  his  Scheme  in  the  Houfe* 

Another  Aifertion  of  the  fame  Kindis,  that  theje 
Frauds  were  proved  by  proper  and  fubflantial  EvF 
dence  *  though  it  appears  by  the  Report  that  fome 
of  the  Informers  were  corrupted  Officers ,  who  mufl 
have  been  perjured  y  that  others  were  brought  out 
of  Goals  to  bear  Witnefs,  upon  this  Occalion  •  and 


J  See  she  Qtaftfmanr  Nan&b.  369*  37°? 
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that  even  Sufpicions  and  Conjectures  were  admit¬ 
ted  into  it.  To  This  let  us  add  that,  in  one  In- 
ffance,  They  went  fo  far  back  as  the  Year  1704, 
which  is  a  very  large  Retrofped: ;  and,  in  every 
Particular,  feem  to  have  been  fupply’d  with  all  the 
Materials,  which  the  Nature  of  the  Cafe  wrouid 
poflibly  admit  of — I  don't  mention  thde  Particu¬ 
lars  with  any  Delign  of  invalidating  the  Authors 
Afiertioo,  that  the  Report  was  very  fair  and  ju¬ 
dicious  ;  for  it  was  certainly  their  Duty  to  pick 
up  all  the  Evidence  They  could,  and  to  make  the 
moil  of  it ;  but  only  to  obferve  that  it  was  not 
altogether  fo  proper  and  fuhjiantial  as  He  repre¬ 
fen  ts  it. 

And  here,  fince  it  hath  been  thought  proper  to 
rake  up  the  Allies  of  Sir  Randolph  Knipe ,  I  iliould 
be  glad  to  know  what  Steps  have  been  taken,  ei¬ 
ther  before  or  fince  his  Death,  to.  procure  Reili- 
fution  to  the  Publick  for  the  Frauds  laid  to  his 
Charge. 

The  next  Benefit  propofed  by  this  Scheme  wras 
to  prevent  the  Running  and  Brewing  oj  Wine  \  but 
it  happens  very  unluckily  that  fome  Commodities 
already  cxcifed  are  the  moll  run  •  witncls  tta  and 
Brandy  ;  which  mult  always  be  the  Cale,  wrhere 
the  Duty  is  very  high ,  and  colic  fled  with  the  rnojl 
Rigour.  For  the  Truth  of  this  Fa£t,  I  appeal  to 
the  Report  it  felf *  even  that  fair  and  judicious 
Report ,  which  the  Conjtderer  quotes  as  Authority. 
It  is  true,  indeed,  that  great  Quantities  of  run 
STea  and  Brandy  are  daily  feiz/d  •  but  We  can  ne¬ 
ver  be  fare  that  any  Seizure  of  run  Goods  is  not 
fraudulent,  when  the  Duty  is  fo  high  as  to  afford 
a  fufficient  Profit  to  the  : Trader ,  and  a  competent 
Bribe  to  the  Informer .  The  Reafon  of  This  is, 
that  ftezd  Goods  pay  no  Duty.  For  Example, 
it  is  well  known  that  •  the  coarfe  •Jia)  which  is  run 
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from  Holland ,  'France  and  Flanders ,  can  be  afford** 
ed  at  two  Shillings  per  Pound,  with  at  lead  16  h 
per  Cent .  Profit  to  the  Trader;  which,  by  the  ad¬ 
ditional  Value  ariiing  from  the  Duty  of  4  s.  6  d, 
per  Pound ,  We  will  fuppofe  fold  for  fix  Shillings, 
According  to  this  Computation,  2000  Pounds 
Weight  of  Tea  fold  for  1 2,000  Shillings,  or  600  L 
parted  according  to  Law,  gives  200  L  to  the  /;;» 
former  (whom  I  fuppofe  the  Merchant's  Confede¬ 
rate)  and  400  /.  to  the  civil  Lift,  Now  this  Gain 
accrues  to  the  civil  Lift  from  the  Cnjloms ,  by  the 
Crown  s  being,  as  it  were,  a  Partner  with  foreign 
Merchants ,  in  a  Trade  deftru&ive  to  the  Nation. 

- — Thefe  are  Frauds  of  infinitely  more  Moment 

than  what  are  pradf  iced  in  the  Tobacco  Trade ,  and 
upon  which  the  Committee  have  exerted  all  their 
Indudry;  becaufe  They  transfer  the  Trade  of  the 
Nation  into  the  Hands  of  Foreigners ;  and  this 
Fraud  can  never  be  prevented,  whild  the  Duty 
upon  Commodities  is  above  double  the  original  Value . 

■ - —  I  mud  lik  e  wife  take  the  Liberty  to  obferve, 

that  this  Practice  is  but  little  lefs  detrimental  to 
the  Publick  than  Smugling  ;  for  Goods  feted d  and 
condemn'd  are  fold  almod  as  cheap  as  run  Goods, 
and  confequently  are  almod  equally  prejudicial  to 
the  fair  Trader ,  who  pays  the  Duty .  ‘This  Evil 
might  be  eafily  prevented  by  an  Ad  of  Parliament, 
enjoining  ail  feiz'd  Goods  to  be  burnt  or  dedroy  ct, 
like  damaged  Tobacco  and  Winey  indead  of  being 
forfeited  to  the  Crown . 

The  Confiderer  feems  to  afiert,  though  by  Way 
of  Interrogation,  that  there  is  not  a  Man  in  Eng¬ 
land,  who  believes  that  half  of  the  common  Draught 
of  Taverns  is  really  Wine ;  or  that  the  wretched 
Stuff' We  meet  with  in  all  Country  Inns,  ever  paid 
Duty  at  the  GnjlomGootify  ope*  —This  ridiculous 

Arga- 
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Argument  hath  been  fufficiently  *  expofect  alre^ 
dy  •  and  therefore  I  fhall  only  obferve,  firfl,  that 
He  is  the  only  Man  in  England^  who  will  affirm 
this  Proportion  in  its  full  Extent*  However,  the 
poor  Country  Pojlmajlers ,  moft  ot  whom  keep  Inns 
and  are  commanded  to  propagate  tbefe  Papers ,  are 
highly  obliged  to  the  Projector  for  fo  kind  a  De« 
claration.  Secondly. \,  there  are  brew’d  Wines  made 
of  foreign  Grapes ,  which  are  perfectly  wholefome. 
‘ Thirdly ,  this  Argument  is  manifeftly  calculated  for 
increaling  the  Confumption  of  a  foreign  Commodity , 
which  muft  inevitably  turn  the  Ballance  of  T fade 
againft  us. 

What  is  faid  in  the  next  Paragraph  about  the 
Increafe  of  half  a  Million ,  by  the  Excife  of  JTfocr 
and  Tobacco ,  the  Projector  Himfelf  knows  to  be  a 
nicer  Chimera.  By  the  moil  rigorous  Collection 
of  the  Duty  upon  Tobacco ,  it  could  not  be  proved 
that  there  was  even  a  Poffibility  of  railing  an  addi¬ 
tional  Sum  of  above  30,000  /.  per  Ann.  and  That 
chiefly  upon  North  Britain  5  which,  if  it  could 
have  been  collected,  mull  have  ended  in  the  Ruin 
of  the  People.  As  for  Wine,  if  the  Scheme  wras 
at  all  practicable,  it  is  a  Doubt  whether,  confi- 
dering  the  Multiplicity  of  Officers ,  which  would 
have  been  abfolutely  neceflary  to  put  it  in  Exe¬ 
cution,  the  Revenue  would  have  received  any  Im¬ 
provement  from  it.  The  Author ,  indeed,  hath 
plainly  proved  that  Excifes  would  have  been  car¬ 
ried  on  till  T  hey  had  brought  in  half  a  Million  5 
That  is,  have  railed  above  a  whole  Million  on  the 
People  5  or  let  us  even  fuppofe,  as  the  Author  in- 
fin  uates,  that  the  additional  Sum,  rais’d  by  Ew/- 
fes,  might  have  been  fubftituted  in  Room  of  a  Land 
Tax  oj  two  Shillings  in  the  Pound',  would  not 

<  *  .  This 

*  See  the  fecond  Part  of  the  Argument  againp  Excifes •,  See. 
p.  49*  The  Budget  open'd*  Numb.  15-  Craftfman,  p.  345- 
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This  have  been  equivalent  to  railing  two  Shillings 
in  the  Pound  for  ever?— — -How  far  levying  what 
was  neceiiary  to  defray  the  annual  Expenses  of  tb4 
Government  for  a  Perpetuity  would  have  fur  ported 
the  Credit  and  Power  of *  *  Parliament ,  I  leave  every 
Man  to  judge.  It  it  did  not  make  Parliaments 
abfolutely  unneceilary,  it  was  a  very  great  Step 
towards  it  *  tor  I  cannot  agree  with  the  Confident 
that  the  Application  of  this  fuppoied  Sum  to  the 
current  Expenses  of  the  Government ,  for  which  it 
was  originally  intended,  is  the  lame  Thing  as  fiez* 
ing  the  other  Funds ,  which  arc  appropriated  to 
different  Services  *  and  many  of  our  Kings,  who 
have  aim’d  at  arbitrary  Power,  have  done  moi# 
bold  and  more  unpopular  Things  than  This. 

He  is  farther  plealed  to  ailert  that  it  is  confefs’d 
in  an  ^  authentkk  Piece,  publiilied  by  Francklirt 
Himfeif,  that  the  Exteniion  of  the  Excife  Laws 
to  Wine  and  Tobacco  would  have  railed  an  add  k 


tional  yearly  Sum  of  five  hundred  thonfand  Pounds * 
This  is  another  In  (lance  of  his  abandoned  Difre* 
gard  to  all  Truth  5  for  the  Gentleman ?  who  wrote 
that  Piece ,  takes  the  Projector  s  own  Calculation 
for  granted,  and  argues  only  upon  that  SuppolD 
tion. 

Whether  any  Part  of  the  Profits ,  which  would 
have  arifen  from  the  propofed  Method,  belonged 
to  the  Civil  Lift ,  is  little  to  the  Purpofe ;  though  it 
is  certain,  that  whatever  Improvement  the  publish 
Revenue  wrould  have  received  from  this  Scheme ,  the 


fame  Benefit  muft  have  arifen  in  Proportion  to  tha 
Civil  Lift ,  whether  that  Part  of  the  Duty  had 
been  left  at  the  Cuftoms ,  as  was  at  lad  propofed, 
or  brought  to  the  Excife.  as  was  originally  intended. 

C  The 
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*  See  a  late  Tra£l,  inti  tied  a  Letter  from  a  Member  of  Par* 
Lament  to  bis  Friend  in  the  Ceuntrf 

*j*  The  Letter  before  mention'd. 
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Th$  Confident  hath  the  Confidence  to  tell  us 
that  the  very  firfi  Appearance  of  this  Scheme  looks 
fo  agreeable ,  that  it  is  no  wonder  Gentlemen ,  who 
wiJFd  well  to  their  Country ,  fhould  be  pleafed  with 

it . - -  Now  This  is  fo  far  from  being  true,  that 

the  very  firfi  Appearance  oj  the  Scheme  deftroy'd  it  * 
for  it  was  no  fooner  feen  than  univerfally  explo¬ 
ded  •  and  though  the  Projetfor  obftinately  perfifted 
in  pufhiflg  it  on  to  the  laft,  it  may  be  truely  faid 
that  it  received  its  Death's  Wound  from  the  Mo¬ 
ment  of  its  Birth,  if  not  in  the  very  Womb  of  its 
Parent. 

We  are  likewife  told  that  the  Defign  was  only 
to  excife  foreign  Commodities ,  which  may  be  pro¬ 
perly  confiderd  as  Articles  of  Luxury .  This  is  not 
ilrihtly  true  ;  for  the  Commodities  of  our  own 
Plantations  are  not  foreign ,  in  the  lame  Senfe  with 
Thofe  o {Holland,  France  and  Spain.  I  allow  that 
it  would  fave  Money  to  the  Nation,  if  there  was 
not  a  Drop  of  Wine  drank,  and  We  could  export 
our  Manufactures ,  without  taking  Wine  in  Ex¬ 
change  for  them  •  but  This  is  not  practicable,  nor 
indeed  defirable  in  our  Circumflances  *  for  if  every 
Thing  ought  to  be  bani fin'd  as  *  Luxury ,  which 
is  not  abiblutely  neceilary  to  Life,  We  mud  bid 
adieu  to  Commerce  at  once. —  It  is  impollible  to 
fix  our  Author  to  any  Point.  At  one  Time,  this 
Scheme  was  dellgn'd  to  increafe  the  Revenue,  by  in- 
crealing  the  Confumption  of  true  Wine .  At  ano¬ 
ther,  the  Intention  of  it  was  to  diminifh  Luxury , 
and  foreign  Expence  •  which  would  intirely  fruflrate 
the  firfi  Defign .  In  fihort,  it  is  This,  or  That,  or 
any  Thing,  as  it  ferves  a  Turn. 


1  hat  the  Eafe  and  Inter  eft  of  the  Gentlemen  in 
the  Administration  did  really  lye  on  the  other  Side 


*  See  a  Pamphlet,  inti  tied  fome  thoughts  on  the  Land-¥ax, 
general  Excijes ,  Sac.  p.  17.  The  Cr  of  If  man,  No.  351,  352. 
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if  the  JffieJHon,  I  am  ready  to  allow  *  but  They  r 
aid  not  happen  to  think  To,  when  they  exhibited 
their  ProjeB  *  and  that  :7 "’hey  chofe  the  rnofi  trouble- 
fome  Part,  becaufe  They  thought  it  mofi  beneficial 
to  their  Country ,  is  juft  fuch  Stuff  as  was  broach'd 
by  an  Author  of  much  the  lame  Scantling,  about  two 
Years  ago  *  when  the  *  honourable  Gentleman  was 
pleafed  to  undergo  the  Fatigue  of  a  long  Struggle 
for  two  Days  together ,  and  for  many  Hours  each 
Day,  in  order  to  raife  five  hundred  thoufand  Founds 
upon  Salt,  when  He  could  have  raffed  the  fame 
Sum  upon  Land,  without  any  Oppofition ,  in  a 
Quarter  of  an  Hour. — There  is  certainly  no  great 
Merit  in  a  Minijlers  taking  fome  Trouble ,  for  a 
great  deal  of  Power  and  Profit  •  but  the  Misfor¬ 
tune  is  that  the  Trouble ,  which  this  Gentleman  fo 
often  gives  Himfelf,  is  always  of  fuch  a  Nature 
as  the  People  would  very  gladly  excufe,  It  con- 
lifts  in  continued  Attempts  to  lay  new  Taxes  upon 
Them,  or  making  old  ones  more  grievous  to  Them, 
inftead  of  relieving  Them  from  any  Part  of  their 
prefent  Burthen  •  and  I  think  it  very  ridiculous  to 
complain  of  the  T rouble ,  which  He  meets  with 
upon  fuch  Accounts. 

As  for  the  late,  pretended  Tendernefs  for  the 
Landed  Interejl ,  and  the  Expedients  propofed  to 
relieve  it,  the  firjl  appears  to  be  iniincere,  and 
the  lafl  chimerical.  However,  let  us  examine  this 
Point  a  little  *  for  the  Conjiderer  hath  dropt  one 
Expreihon,  which  is  not  altogether  inlignificant. 
He  fays,  p.  27,  that  there  is  no  Tax  more  unequal 
than  That  laid  upon  Land.  Does  the  Projector 
therefore  propofe  to  remedy  this  Evil  ?  No  5  on 

G  2  the 


*  See  a  Letter  to  a  Freeholder #  on  the  hie  Rjdufiion  of,  the 
hand  Tax,  &c.  p.  5. 
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the  contrary,  He  hath  f  declared ,  in  the  ftrongeft 
■Terras j  that  as  to  the  Manner  of  laying  and  pay¬ 
ing  this  Tax,  however  unequally  it  had  been  mi- 
fed  on  different  Parts  oj  the  Kingdom  *  yet  any 
Alteration ^  in  this  Cafe.,  was  what  He  foould  ne¬ 
ver  propofsj  or  attempt  *  that  it  was  too  much  for 
Him  to  venture  upon  *  that  it  was  a  moji  impracti¬ 
cable  Work ;  and  He  believed  that  no  Man 
would  ever  enter  upon  it ;  as  He -  was  fare ,  on  his 
own  Part*,  that  He  never  foould*  This  was  his 
Declaration  two  Years  ago  •  and  yet  I  will  ur* 
dertake  to  prove  that  every  Argument  for  the 
lat cExcife  Scheme  will  conclude  as'  itrongly  for  an 
Alteration  in  the  Manner  of  collecting  the  Land 
Tax,  May  it  not  be  faid  that  an  Eftate  paying 
but  half  the  Duty  in  one  Place,  which  an  Eitate 
of  the  fame  Rent  pays  in  another,  is  an  unreafo- 
aa  Ip  Partiality,  and  ought  to  be  remedied  ? 
May  not  the  landed  Man ,  who  is  taxed  to  the  Full 
of  his  Efatey  be  compared  to  the  fair  Trader ,  who 
dderves  all  the  Care  of  the  Government ;  and  the 
UndeMax  d  to  the  Smugler^  who  defrauds  the  Pub- 
lick  of  its  juft  Due ?  If  it  fhould  be  faid  that 
Counties,  where  there  is  not  an  equal  Plenty  of 
circulating  Specie ,  cannot  bear  an  equal  Rate  with 
Counties  in  another  Condition,  is  not  the  fame 
Thing  true  of  any  Duty  raifed  by  Excife  ?  For 
this  Reafon,  I  think  it  far  from  being  impoffible 
that  the  fame  righteous  Spirit  may  produce  the 
lame  Arguments,  on  a  proper  Occaiion,  for  a  Re-* 
view  oi  the  Land  Tax  \  efpecially,  after  a  fhorfc 
(Sedation  ot  it.  The  Freeholders  can  lay  but  little 
St  refs  on  the  Projector  s  Declaration ,  two  Years 
ago,  that  He  would  never  make  any  fuch  Attempt , 
for  it  ought  to  be  remember'd  that  when  He  was 
charged,  at  the  fame  Time,  with  intending  the 

Te* 
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Revival  of  the  Salt  Duty  as  the  Foundation  of  fome 
ether  Excifes ,  He  deny’d  it  in  as  folemn  Terms , 
and  yet  it  is  well  known  that  He  brought  his  neva 
Excife  Scheme  on  the  Carpet  the  very  next  Selfion, 
Let  the  Landholders  therefore  confider  whether 
Lfr,  who  did  not  think  fuch  a  ProjeB  too  much  for 
Him  to  venture  upon9  may  not  have  Courage  e- 
nough,  on  fome  great  Emergency,  real  or  pre¬ 
tended,  to  attempt  the  other , 

The  Confident ,  indeed,  endeavours  to  perfuade 
us  that  fuch  Apprehenlions  are  ridiculous  •  but  I 
mult  beg  Leave  to  put  Him  in  Mind  that  one  of 
his  Fellow-Labourers  was  formerly  pleas’d  to 
aflert,  in  Anfwer  to  the  Craftfman , *  *  that  the 
Land-Tax  is  already  collected  by  the  Laws 
of  Excise;  and  f  another  Minifietial  Wri¬ 
ter  hath  fince  made  a  Difcovery  that  the  Com- 
mijfioners  of  the  Land  Tax,  in  all  Counties ,  eafe 
Themfelves ,  and  lay  difproportioned  Burthens  on 
their  poorer  Neighbours.  Nay,  the  Confiderer  Him- 
felf  retails  this  Charge  again!!:  the  Comrnijfioners, ,  in 
the  very  fame  Words,  but  fix  Pages  after  his  At¬ 
tempt  to  ridicule  the  Apprehenfion  of  a  Land- Ex- 
fife.  It  therefore  fome  Frauds  are  already  detect¬ 
ed  in  the  prefent  Method  of  collecting  the  Land- 
Tax,  We  may  reafonably  fuppofe  that  there  are 
many  others  undifeovered ;  and  what  can  be  more 
equitable,  according  to  the  Projectors  Way  of  ar¬ 
guing,  than  to  prevent  them  by  the  fame  Altera¬ 
tion ,  which  He  propofol  in  Wine  and  Tobacco  *  or, 
as  our  Author  more  wittily  expreffes  it,  by  having  the 
Land  v filed  £j/ Excisemen  and  regularly  gauged? 

I  am 

•  ■  ■  ■  ..  ■».■»«»»...  ■  ■  - —  ,  —  - - - - - ^ 

*  See  the  Cour ant  of  Saturday,  Dec.  23,  1732;  or  the  fe~i 
tend  Par l  of  nn  Argument ,  See.  p.  47. 

f  See  the  Daily  Journal  of  Friday,  April  27,  1733  l  or  th$ 
Crafjiuun,  Numb.  35S, 


(  22  ) 

I  am  far  from  designing  to  plead  for  Frauds  of 
any  Kind.  There  is  great  Injuft  ice,  no  doubt, 
and  many  Inconveniences  attending  them  ;  but 
furely  fome  Remedy  might  be  found  out  for  them, 
without  oppreffing  the  Subjed,  and  endangering  our 
common  Liberties.  This  Method  of  preventing 
Frauds  is  juft  like  the  Story  I  have  heard  of  an 
Irijb  Soldiery  who  trying  in  vain  to  keep  oft'  a  Fly 
from  his  Officers  Face,  whilft  He  was  afleep,  knock¬ 
ed  it  on  the  Head  with  the  But-End  of  hisMuf- 
quet,  and  daflfd  his  MaJlePs  Teeth  down  his 
Throat  at  the  fame  Time. 

As  for  ealing  of  Land  by  ExcifeSy  it  hath  been 
fully  proved  by  unanfwerable  Authority  that  all 
cfaxesy  in  this  Kingdom,  'muft  ultimately  afted 
Land ;  and  it  is  certainly  for  the  Intereft  of  the 
Fublick  to  raife  their  Taxes  with  the  leajl  Expence 
and  Number  of  Officers  polfible.  Excifes  arc  Poll- 
Taxes  upon  the  Consumer ,  raifed  without  Diftinc- 
tion  of  Ranks,  or  Abilities,  at  an  immoderate  and 
unnecefiary  Expence,  which  levy  above  double  the 
Sum  upon  the  People ,  which  They  bring  in  to  the 
Government .  This  is  Matter  of  Experience.  For 
Inftance,  I  am  fure  that  every  Individual  in  this 
Kingdom  pays  at  leaft  9 d.  a  Year  to  the  Duty 
upon  Salt  y  fo  that  a  Family  of  eight  People  pays 
6  s.  a  Year,  or  is.  6  d.  a  Quarter,;  and  there  is 
no  real  Difference  in  collcding  it  Quarterly,  or 
Daily,  as  to  the  People  ;  but  a  very  great  one,  as 
to  the  Produce  of  the  Fax ;  for  a  Poll-Tax  of  yd. 
per  Head  on  eight  Millions  of  People  would  bring 
in  300,000  /.  and  if  the  Government  had  a  Mind 
to  raife  only  what  the  Salt  Tax  produces  at  pre¬ 
fen  t,  rf  hey  might  exempt  all  the  poor  Families  in 
the  Kingdom  irom  this  Burthen. 

What  He  fays  concerning  the  Hard  drips  of 
Country  Gentlemen >  under  a  thoufand  Pounds  a 

Teary 
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'Tear,  as  well  as  the  Parochial  Clergy,  is  only  a  Re¬ 
petition  of  the  lame  Argument,  with  Regard  to  the 
*  Salt  Duty,  and  was  fufficiently  anfwered  at  that 
Time. 

Rut  the  Projetfor,  it  leems,  carried  his  Views 
Hill  farther,  and  would  not  have  been  content  with 
taking  off  the  Land  Tax  only,  if  his  Scheme  had 
fucceeded,  but  propofed  like  wife  to  lelien,  or  re¬ 
move  fome  other  Duties ,  which  lye  heavy  upon  the 
Poor  *  fuch  as  Thole  upon  Soap ,  Candles ,  Leather, 

&c. - - 1  wonder  the  Conftderer  did  not  add  the 

Word  modejl  to  impartial  in  his  Title  Page.  It 
is  well  known  that  the  Salt  Tax  is  more  univerfally 
burthenfome  to  the  Poor  than  any  other  Duty 
whatfoever;  and  though  it  was  taken  off  by  Re¬ 
commendation  from  the  Throne,  nay,  even  with 
the  Approbation  of  the  honourable  Gentleman  Him- 
fclf  *  yet  it  was  laid  on  again,  two  Y  ears  after¬ 
wards,  in  the  very  fame  Parliament ,  by  the  very 
fame  Gentleman ,  and  labour’d  as  a  Point,  upon 
which  the  Continuance  of  his  Power  depended. 

If  therefore  his  Affairs  are  grown  fo  defperate^ 
that  He  cannot  part  with  one  Jingle  Tax,  I  leave 
the  World  to  judge  how  far  They  may  depend  on 
his  Promiles  for  taking  off  federal  others .  I  am 
fure,  at  lead,  that  if  his  Scheme  would  have  relieved 
us  not  only  from  the  Land-Tax,  but  the  Duties 
upon  Soap,  Candles  and  Leather,  it  mull:  have  been 
extended  much  farther  than  He  hath  hitherto  ac¬ 
knowledg’d  *  for  in  order  to  efiedl  all  thefe  good 
Ends,  it  mud  have  produced  near  a  Million  and 
ah  half  a  Tear,  indead  of  Jive  hundred  thoufand 
Pounds,  which  was  the  utmod  oi  his  own  roman- 
tick  Calculation. 

?  There 


*  See  the  Cafe  of  the  Revival,  &e.  p- 
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There  is,  indeed,  one  Way  of  relieving  the  Toot 
from  thefe  Taxes,  without  an  Excife  •  for  if  the 
annual  Produce  of  the  finking  Fund,  above  a  Mil* 
lion,  was  appropriated  to  this  Purpofe,  the  prefent, 
national  Debt  would  be  cancelled  by  that  Million , 
if  inviolably  applied,  in  2 H  Years,  at  4  per  Cent * 
Intereft  ;  and  the  Riches  of  the  Nation  increas'd 
many  Millions,  at  the  End  of  that  Term,  by  the 
Incrcafe  of  'Trade,  ariiing  from  the  Abolition  of 
thofe  burthenfome  Taxes  on  our  ManufaBur.es . 
A  Motion  to  this  Purpofe  was  made,  laid  Year,  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  ;  viz.  That  the  Produce  of  the 
finking  Fund  Should  be  apply  d,  for  the  future ,  to* 
wards  redeeming  fuch  Taxes  as  are  mofl  grievous 
to  the  Sub je  fit,  oppreffive  to  the  Manufacture ,  and 
deftniBive  of  Trade .  But  this  Motion  pits'd  in 
the  Negative;  and  if  the  Payment  of  the  publick 
Debts  a  few  Years  fooner  is  the  principal  Point 
in  View,  I  will  venture  to  maintain  a  feeming 
Paradox  ;  that  the  Abatement  of  feme  Faxes  may 
be  the  quickefl  Way  of  clearing  the  national  Debt * 
If  the  Confiderer  dlfputes  the  Truth  of  this  Pro- 
politico,  I  will  join  I  flue  with  Him,  and  appeal 
to  Figures which  are  fiubbora  Things,  and  will 

not  fubmit  to  his  trifling  Sophiftry.  — - In 

the  mean  Time,  what  can  be  the  Meaning  of  the 
Projectors  Inflexibility  upon  thefe  Points  ?  Will 
not  the  World  be  apt  to  fay  that  He  finds  the 
-Tax-gathering  Army  to  be  of  more  Service  to  Him 
than  even  the  fighting  Army ;  fi,nce  the  Augmenta¬ 
tion  of  the  former  feerxis  to  be  perpetually  running 
in  his  Head,  and  employing  his  Thoughts  ? 

.  I  cannot  quit  this  Branch  of  the  Argument, 
without  obferving  how  much  all  the  different 
Branches  of  the  Kingdom  are  obliged  to  this 

Having  drain- 


Gentlernan ,  in  their  Turns, - - 

cd  the  poor  Land-holders  very  liberally,  during 
a  long  Courfc  of  uninterupted  Peace;  He  turn'd 
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his  Thoughts  to  the  trading  Part  of  the  station, 
and  projected  aaditional  Burthens  on  Them,  at  a 
'l  ime  when  They  were  already  daggering  under  the 
Weight  of  former  Prelfhres ;  occalioned  by  a  long 
Stagnation  of  Trade  at  home,  and  the  Interruption  of 
Commerce  abroad •  belides  many  grievous  Lolles, 
by  Captures  and  Depredations,  whiiit  their  own 
Hands  were  ty'd  up  from  doing  Themfeives  ju- 
flice.  — — *  But  being  defeated  in  this  Prof  Si,  by 
the  united  Vigour  or  the  whole  Nation,  He  feems 
to  have  another  Scheme  in  Petto,  and  plainly  inti¬ 
mates  a  Deiign  oi  taxing  the  Funds  ;  lor  amongft 
other  Arguments  to  cajole  the  Freeholders,  He 
mentions  the  *  Unteafonablenefs  of  taxing  Landed 
Kftates,  in  order  that  vafl  Sums  of  Money  in  the 
Bunds,  which  produce  better  Inter efi,  may  not  be 
fubjeB  to  fuch  Payments .  What  Sum  his  Honour  may 
intend  to  raile  this  Way,  does  not.  yet  appear  5  but 
I  believe  the  bare  Intimation  of  fuch  a  Defign  wilt 
not  found  very  agreeable  in  the  Ears  of  the  unhap - 
fy  Proprietors  of  our  publick  Debts who  have  al¬ 
ready  had  their  yearly  Income  reduced  one  Chikd  ; 
which,  according  to  the  Reafoning  of  a  certain  Re - 
f  refentation,  is  equal  to  a  third  Part  of  their  Priifc 
cipal and  the  Proprietors  of  Sbuth-hea  Stock  have 
belides  had  a  great  Part  of  their  Capital  already 
annihilated,  lor  the  Payment  of  a  valt  Debt, 
fix'd  upon  Them  without  any  fatisfadory  Account 
how  it  arofe,  or  a  proper  Examination  into  the  Con¬ 
duct  of  1  hofe,  under  whole  Management  it  wasi 
contradtedi  To  This  We  mull  add  the  prefentme- 
lancholy  Circumlfcmce  of  all  the  publick  Creditors , 
whole  Properties  are  every  t)ay  linking  in  their  Va¬ 
lue  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  the  Proje&or  may  fee 

D  Dillrefs 


(  20  ) 

,  ^  r  ? 

'Diftrefs  in  the  Face  of  every  Proprietor.  I  fkaH 
therefore  leave  it  to  his  own  Conlideration,  whe¬ 
ther  fuch  a  Menace  of  taxing  our  Funds  can  be 
of  any  Service-,  at  this  Time,  to  the  Support  of 
our  linking  Credit;  and  the  Publick  will  fee  thro* 
the  thin  and  wicked  Artifice  of  playing  th z  Lan- 
ded,  'Trading  and  Monied  Inter  efts  againll  each  ci¬ 
ther,  according  as  it  ferves  his  Purpofcs  at  difle- 
rent  Times ;  though  nothing  is  more  evident  than 
that  thefe  Interefls  are  infeparably  united,  and  mult 
Hand,  or  fill  together. 

Whatever  this  Writer  may  think,  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  that  following  the  Trader  into  his  Vaults 
and  Cellars ,  or  other  private  Repertories  of  Goods , 
whether  run  or  not,  is  fome  Abridgment  of  Eng- 
lift  Liberty ;  and  that  every  free  and  trading  Na« 
tion  will  avoid  it,  as  much  as  poluble.  The  Re~ 
publicks  of*  Holland  and  Venice ,  who  are  as  care¬ 
ful  of  their  publick  Revenues  as  We  can  b®,  never 
allow  of  any  jack  Practices  ;  and  it  is  wrell  known 
that  the  Officers  in  France  have  no  Power  to  enter 
'and  fearch  Hmfes  ;  fo  that  our  Excifes  appear  to 
be  of  a  worfe  Kind  than  Thole  of  other  Nations, 
even  under  arbitrary  Governments  ;  and  yet  We 
are  conflantly  told  by  Mother  Osborne  and  her 
Ajjociates ,  that  We  are  the  happielt  People  upon 
the  Face  of  the  Earth,  and  enjoy  all  the  Liberty 
human  Nature  is  capable  of. 

But  We  are  allured  that  thefe  Regulations  were 
defigned  only  again!!  Smugglers  and  Wine-Brewers. 
Did  the  Bill  then  make  any  Difiindtion  between 
the  fair  Trader  and  Them\  or  arc  all  the  Dealers 
in  Tobacco  and  Wine  to  pafs  under  that  Denomi¬ 
nation  ? 

.  It 


'*  See  an  At  gurnet  ag&kijb  Eaajer ;  p.  59.  the  Craftjmant  • 
P$lumb.  348.  350.  jm* 


(  2-7  ) 

It  is  farther  argued  that  theft  injurious  Dealers 
might  properly  enough  be  fubjeS  to  the  fame  Law, 
which  the  hone  ft:  Brewer  of  true  Englilh  Beer  is 
continually  under .  — — This  Argument  hath  juft  as 
mucii  Force  as  the  former,  and  is  only  quoting  one. 
Grievance  in  Jullihcation  oi  another.  It  is  very 
true,  that  the  konejl  Brewer  of  true  Enghjh  Beery 
(as  the  Conjiderer  emphatically  ftiies  Him)  hath 
been  long  fubjeeft  to  thefe  f ever e  Laws  and  fo  are 
now  many  other  honejl  I  rafters,  of  different  Kindsa 
But  what  then  ?  Docs  it  follow  from  hence  that 
theft  Laws, .  are  no  Incroachment  upon  Liberty ,  and 
Interruption  to  Trade  *  or  that  the  Inconvenience 
will  not  be  increafed  by  the  Extenjion  of  them  £ 
This  Argument  is  another  Proof  that  the  Scheme * 
had  a  more  general  Drift  than  the  Projector  thought 
fit  to  own;  for  I  will  defy  any  Man  to  ihew  that 
the  Cafe  of  the  Brewers  might  not  be  urged  as 
ftrongly  for  converting  all  our  Faxes  into  Excifes , 
as  well  as  Thofe  upon  Tobacco  and  Wine. 

Another  Argument  equally  fallacious  is,  that 
Places  of  Sale  only  w ere  to  be  vilited,  and  that  n&- 
Mouft  was  to  be  enter’d.  I  call  This  fallacious,  and 
might  call  it  abfolutely  falie ;  for  the  Words  of  the 
Bill  are  all  Warehoufes ,  Storehoufts ,  Rooms,  Shops , 
Faults,  Cellars  and  other  Places,  made  ufe  of  for, 
the  keeping,  cutting ,  Jlnpping,  or  otherwift  manu¬ 
facturing  any  Tobacco. — —However  therefore  fome 
great  Merchants ,  who  have  Warehoufes  feparate 
from  their  Dwellings,  might  be  free,  in  fome  Mea« 
fure,  from  the  Vexation  and  Slavery  of  fuch  In- 
quijitors,  I  am  fure  this  Aflertion  is  abfolutely 
falfe  as  to  the  Body  of  the  Retailers,  whole  Shops 
and  Store-Rooms  generally  take  up  the  greatcii 
Part  of  their  Houfes,  and  are  fo  complicated  to¬ 
gether  as  to  render  them  all  liable  to  Infpe&ion. 
For  the  Truth  of  This,  I  appeal  to  the  Dniggijls% 

D  Grocers,  f 
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Grocers ,  Dijtillers ,  and  Traders,  who  have 

already  the  Misfortune  to  be  under  the  Laws  of 
Excife. 

It  is  proper  to  obferve  that  the  Conftderer  and 
his  Brethren  conflantly  argue  upon  a  Supposition 
that  all  the  Profits  of  Frauds  go  into  the  Mer- 
chant's  Pocket;  and  that  the  Confmer  pays  the 
whole  Duty.  Now  it  unfortunately  happens  that 
one  of  thefe  Writers  argued  direCHy  contrary  to  this 
Suppolition,  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Salt  fax,  by  endea¬ 
vouring  to  prove  that  the  more  Frauds  were  com¬ 
mitted  in  the  Collection  of  it,  the  cheaper  would 
Salt  come  to  the  Confumer .  — —What  a  flrange 
Thing  is  it  that  thefe  Men  can  never  be  a  little 
confident,  nor  remember  their  own  Arguments  for 
a  Year  or  two  together? 

But  whichever  Side  of  this  Contradiction  is  true, 
I  will  venture  to  maintain  that  w  hatever  additi^ 
onal  Sum  is  raifed  upon  any  Commodity,  either  by 
a  new  Tax,  or  more  rigorous  Collection  of  an  old 
one,  the  Price  ot  the  Commodity  will  be  augmen¬ 
ted  above  double,  in  Proportion  to  the  Augmenta¬ 
tion  of  the  Revenue ;  and  'till  the  minijl trial  Writers 
can  prove  the  contrary,  all  their  DiltinCtions  be¬ 
tween  a  new  Tax,  and  the  different  Collection  of 
an  old  one  are  vain  and  frivolous. 

The  Conftderer  ieems  to  admit,  amidft  all  his  fine 
Elogiums  on  this  Bill,  that  it  was  not  altogether 
juftitiable,  in  every  RefpeCt ;  '  but  tells  us,  at 
the  fame  Time,  that  it  was  only  a  Propofal ,  fubjeSi 
to  the  Amendments  oj  Parliament,  and  might  have 
undergone  any  Alteration  in  the  Committee,  confi¬ 
dent  with  the  publick  Inter ef  f - As  to  This,  I 

‘ihall  be  very  fhort ;  for  both  the  Bill  and  the  De¬ 
fences  of  it,  particularly  the  prefent ,  are  only  ca¬ 
pable  ot  one  tingle  Arhendmcnt,  preferibed  by  Mar¬ 
tial  to  his  Friend, 

hmendart 
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Emendate  tuos ,  O  Fidentine,  Libellos 
Mult <e  non  pojfunt ,  una  Litura  poteJL 

He  fays,  in  the  fame  Page,  that  the  Bill  ex* 
prefly  removes  the  greateft  Inconveniencies,  which 
are  complained  of  in  the  prelent  Laws  of  Excife, 
and  would  have  eas'd  the  whole  Excile  Law,  in 

fever  a  l  Particulars. - 1  was  at  a  Lofs  to  gueis 

what  He  meant  by  This,  till  I  came  to  the*  next 
Page,  where  He  tells  us  that  it  was  calculated  to 
prevent  Perjury,  by  lejfening  the  Number  of  Oaths, 
and  relieving  the  Trader  from  fwearing  to  his  own 
Books . 

It  might  be  proper  enough  to  ask,  in  this  Place, 
who  hath  made  the  life  of  Oaths  fo  frequent  and 
common ,  as  it  is  atprefent?  But,  to  wave  that 
£oint,  is  it  really  true  that  the  Tobacco  Bill  was 
calculated  to  remedy  that  Evil  ?  No  ;  tho*  He 
talks  fo  confidently  of  its  removing  the  great efl  In* 
conveniences  of  our  prefent  Excifes ,  the  lingle  ln- 
ftance  He  mentions  to  prove  it  happens  to  be 
falfe  *  for  in  p.  25  and  26  of  the  Bill,  as  it  is 
now  printed,  the  Reader  will  find  the  following 
Claufes. 

u  And  it  is  hereby  farther  enafted  by  the  Au- 
a  thority  aforefaid,  that  all  and  every  Perion  or 
fc  Perfons,  who  fhall  fell  or  deal  in  Tobacco ,  from 
a  and  after  the  laid  Day  of 

u  lhall,  and  T  hey  are  hereby  directed  and  rc~ 
iC  quired  to  keep  an  Account  of  all  fuch  [mail 
u  Quantities ,  or  Parcels  of  T obacco ,  not  exceed® 

ing  the  Weight  61  in  one  Parcel,  as 

u  He  or  They  lhall  fell  or  difpole  of  in  each  Day, 
f*  and  lhall  every  Night  enter  into  a  Book,  to  be 

u  kept 

'  1  .  Ml  . . . . 

\ 

Pag,  19,  ■* 
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¥  kept  for  that  Purpofc,  an  Account  of  the  grofs- 
^  Quantities  of  the  laid  Commodity,  which  have 
u  been  by  him.  Her,  or  Them,  fold  and  delive- 
a  red  in  that  Day,  in  fuch  /mail  Quantities ,  or 
a  Parcels ,  as  aforefaid  •  and  the  laid  Sellers 
4C  or  Dealers  in  Tobacco,  fhall  alfo  keep  one  other 
a  Book,  wherein  They  fhall  feverally  enter  every 
u  Quantity  and  Parcel  of  Tobacco  above  the  Weight 
u  of  which  He,  She,  or  iheyQhail 

u  fell  and  deliver  in  each  Day,  &W. 

'C(i  Provided  always,  that  no  Sefer  cf,  or  Dea-» 

ler  in  Tobacco ,  as  aforefaid,  fhall  have  in  his, 
u  or  her  Cuilody,  more  than  one  Inch  Book  of 
a,  each  Sort,  at  the  fame  dime*  and  that  when 
a  the  faid  Book  or  Books  in  his  or  her  Cuilody 
u  fhall  be  fill'd  up  refpeblively,  the  fame  being  re~ 
a  turned  to  the  Officer,  or  Officers,  for  the  faid. 
4C  Inland  Duty,  from  whom  1  hey  were  feverally 
a  reccived,  upon  the  Oath,  or,  in  Cafe  of  a  Tfiia- 
u  her,  upon  the  the  solemn  Affirmation  of  fuch 
a  Seller  or  Sellers ,  Dealer  or  Dealers  as  aforefaid 
a  or  of  his  or  their  Servant  or  Servants ,  who 
a  kept  the  fame  and  made  the  Entries  therein , 
u  of  the  Truth  of  fuch  Entries,  according  tothebefi 
a  of  his,  her ,  or  their  Knowledge  or  Belief ;  and  one 
a  or  more  new  Book  or  Books  fhall  thereupon  be 
a  delivered  to  fuch  refpeblive  Sellers,  or  Dea«* 
64  lers, 

What  therefore  can  be  a  groiler  Impofition  on 
the  Publick  than  the  Authors  Affertion  that  this,. 
Bill  would  have  relieved  the  Trader  from  swearing 
to  his  own  Books  •  when  the  exprefs  1  Words 
of  the  Bill  arc  that  He  is  to  swear  to  the  Truth 
of  every  Entry  in  his  Books  *  and  is  obliged  every 
Night  to  fet  down  the  grofs  Quantity  of  every  leffer 
Quantity  in  one  Book ;  and  in  another  Book  every 
larger  Quantity,  that  He  fhall-  fell  every  Day  ef 
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his  Life  f~Can  This  he  called  leffening  the  JSfim - 
her  of  Oaths  •  or  is  making  Men  fwearfo  minutely 
to  their  own  Books  the  Way  to  prevent 

.JURY?' 

There  is,  indeed,  a  Claufe  at  the  latter  End 
of  the  Bill,  to  repeal  a  Claufe  in  an  of  the 
1 1 th  of  the  late  King,  which  impowers  the  Com™ 
mijjioners  of  Eycife,  upon  the  Oath  of  an  Officer, 
that  He  (alpects  any  Dealer  of  making  falfe  Rny 
tries ,  to  fummon  the  faid  Dealer  before  1  hem,  and 
examine  him  upon  Oath,  concerning  the  Truth  of  his 
Entries.  This  carries  an  Appearance,  prima  Facie f 
of  eaiing  the  Traders  from  the  terrible  Obligation 
of  purging  T  hemfelves  upon  Oath ,  as  to  every  litA 
tie  Quantity  of  Goods,  which  They  fell ;  but  any 
Man  of  common  Senfe,  who  reads  the  foregoing 
:Qaufes,  will  immediately  fee  the  Fallacy,  and  per¬ 
ceive  that  the  Traders  would  have  been  obliged, 
notwithftanding  This,  to  /wear  very  minutely  tn 
their  own  Books. 

Having  thus  convinced  mr  Author  of  a  grofs 
Prevarication,  I  will  now  fhew  in  what  Refpcdts 
this  Bill  was  fo  far  from  taking  away  the  incon- 
leniences  oj  former  Excifes ,  (I  fuppofe  He  partD 
cuiarly  means  the  Excife  on  Coffee,  Tea  and  Choco¬ 
late  )  that  all  thofe  Inconveniences  would  have  beers 
tnereafed  and  aggravated,  in  the  prefent  Cafe* 
Tobacco ,  as  bought  from  the  Merchant,  is  gene¬ 
rally  about  yd.  or  8  d.  per  Pound ;  and  Tea  is  ge¬ 
nerally  about  1 4  Sr  per  Pound.  Now  all  the  Rules 
of  Recife,  which  are  obferved  as  to  a  Pound  of  Tea^ 
are  required  by  this  Bill  as  to  a  Pound  of  Tobacco $ 
though  it  is  not  above  a  aoth  Part  of  the  Value  of 
Tea  •  and  the  Charge  of  weighing  Tobacco  from 
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intis,  entering  all  Sales  in  Books,  and  attendmgthe 
Offices,  mult  have  been  as  great  for  a  Pound  of  Td- 
lacco,  as  for  a  Pound  of  'Tea'  confequently  an  Ex- 
dfe  would  have  been  twenty  l  imes  as  burtheniome 
on  the  former,  as  on  the  latter . 

Whether  all  this  Vexation  and  Expenee  would 
not  have  inhanced  the  Price  of  Tobacco,  and  there*’ 
by  diminifhed  the  Confumption  among#  the  poorer 
Sort  off  People,  who  chiedy  ufe  it,  is  another  Pointy 
which  deferves  the  Consideration  of  Thofe,  who 
promifed  Themfelves  fuch  Mountains  of  Gold  from 
this  Scheme ,  by  the  Improvement  of  the  Revenue. 

It  is  very  remarkable  that  the  Conjiderer  is  in- 
llrely  filent  as  to  the  Point  of  Juries  *  which  is 
more  than  1  expelled,  when  I  found  Him  in  fuch 
a  Vein  of  averting ;  for  He  might  certainly  have 
affirmed  that  the  Tobacco  Bill  reflored  the  Ufe  of 
Iurxbs  with  as  much  Truth,  as  that  it  was  calcu¬ 
lated  to  prevent  Perjury,  and  relieve  the  Trader  from 
f  wearing  to  his  own  Books . — Let  me  therefore  ask 
Him  whether  Trials  without  Juries  are  not  an 
Inconvenience,  nay  the  greats  ft  Inconvenience  com¬ 
plain  d  of  in  the  prefent  Exctfe  Laws  ;  even  no  lefs 
than  an  Infringement  of  magna  Chart  a  itfelf  ? 

But  to  fhew  the  Projector's  farther  Regard  for 
the  Landed  Intereft,  it  deferves  a  fhort  Remark  that 
the  late  Bill  took  off  all  Appeals  to  the  Jffhiarter 
Sefjions  from  the  Sentence  of  the  JuJhce,  or  Sub- 
Commijfioner,  in  order  to  make  the  Country  more 
dependent  on  Him,  and  bind  Them  down  to  the 
arbitrary  Determination  of  Judges,  who  may  ex¬ 
pect  to  be  translated,  for  good  Behaviour ,  as 
as  my  Lords  the  B> 


-J. 


The  Conjiderer  hath  advanced  another  Argu¬ 
ment,  in  Behalf  of  the  Bill,  fo  very  pleafant  and 

I  cannot  pafs  it  over  in  Silence. 
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u  The  very  Time,  fays \  He ,  this  Bill  was 
u  brought  into  the  Houle,  when  the  Profpe<fl  of 
u  a  new  Eleffion  was  fo  near,  is  one  Proof,  among 
a  many  others,  that  the  Gentlemen  for  it  folely  in- 
tended  the  Service  of  the  Publick;  and  hoped, 
<c  by  preventing  grofs  Abufes ,  and  thereby  eafing 
a  fome  heavy  T axes,  to  gain  the  Favour  of 
u  their  Country/’  - — —  He  adds,  that  a  un- 
a  concerned  Spectators,  of  great  Wifdom  and 
a  Impartiality,  are  firmly  of  Opinion  that  this  De- 
u  iign  of  honest  Popularity  was  their  greatei! 
“  Crime,  and  in  Truth  gave  Rife  to  the  Oppofi- 
a  tion . 

What  a  ilrange,  unfortunate  Creature  mull  this 
Projector  be,  that  all  his  Schemes  of  Popularity  and 
gaining  the  Favour  of  his  Country  fhould  have  the 
contrary  EffeCl,  and  end  in  univerfal  Deteftation  ? 
This  hath  been  remarkably  his  Cafe,  in  all  his 
late  Undertakings;  and  moll  deplorably  fo,  in 
that  darling  Scheme ,  which  is  at  prefent  under  De¬ 
bate.  I  believe,  indeed,  that  He  did  not  fuffici- 
ently  confide r  what  Influence  an  approaching  Elec¬ 
tion  might  naturally  have  on  the  Fate  of  fuch  a 
Projefi'^  and  finding  Himfelf  quite  wrong  in  the 
Manner  of  Timing  it,  would  willingly  have.  That 
pafs  for  the  Proof  of  an  honefl  Heart ,  which  was 
certainly  the  Product  of  a  blundering  Head . 

Some  following  Pages  are  fpent  upon  the  unfair 
Methods  of  oppofing  the  Bill.  Among!!  other 
Things,  the  Confederer  feems  to  be  very  angry 
with  a  PiSlure  and  a  Song ;  which  have  been  of 
fuch  Angular  Ufe  in  the  Caufe  of  Liberty ,  upon 
fome  important  Occasions,  that  I  am  loth  to  give 
them  intirely  up.  I  cannot  deny,  indeed,  that  a 
laudable  Method  may  be  fometimes  apply ’d  to  bad 
Purpofcs  ;  but  That  is  the  Point  In  Difpute  be¬ 
tween  us0  The  Projector  Hitnfelf  hath  often  had 
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Eeeourfe  to  fuch  little  Artifices  ;  and  if  He  neve? 
met  with  the  fame  Succefs,  the  Fault  was  not  in 
his  Intention ;  but  may  be  imputed,  perhaps,  to 
the  wrong  Turn  of  his  Satire ,  as  well  as  the  De¬ 
ficiency  of  Wity  which  conftantly  diftinguilhes  it. 

But  had  thefe  wicked  Oppofers  of  the  Bill  nothing 
on  their  Side,  beiides  Clamour  and  Faffion ,  Ballads 
and  PiBures ,  without  any  Mixtures  of  Truth ,  or 
Appearance  of  Argument  ?  That’s  very  hard  in¬ 
deed;  and  many  People  feem  to  be  prodigioufly 
miftaken  in  their  Opinion  of  thefe  Men ,  by  ima¬ 
gining  that  there  were  now  and  then  forne  lhrewd 
Things  thrown  out  by  Them,  with  a  Shew  at 
leaft  of  Reafoning.  However,  let  us  for  once  fup- 
pole  the  Gafe  to  be  juft  as  our  Author  reprefents 
it;  that  Noife  and  Nonfence  got  the  better  of 
JuJUce  and  Reafon  ;  in  this  Gale,  I  fay,  the  natu¬ 
ral  Inference  to  be  drawn  from  it  is  not  altogether 
comfortable  either  to  the  People ,  or  the  Minifter . 
If  the  Excife-Scheme  was  unreafonahle,  why  was 
itpropoled?  If  it  was  reafonable,  why  did  it  not 
pafs  in  a  Parliament,  where  the  Court  had  an  in¬ 
fo  per  able  Majority,  as  the  Confiderer  allures  us 
Himfelf  ?- — is  it  not  a  melancholy  Situation,  when 
the  bell  Things  from  a  Minijler  are  fufpedled  •  and 
the  People  will  not  accept  even  of  Salvation  from 
his  Hands? 

Our  Author  expatiates  very  largely  on  the 
Arts  made  Ufe  of  to  affright  the  Nation  with  the 
/I range ,  groundless  Terror  of  a  general  Excise. 
Flow  groan  die  fs  it  was,  hath  been  often  proved  ; 
and  the  Confiderer  would  do  well  to  anfwer  what 
hath  been  laid  on  this  Head,  inftead  ol  repeating 
the  fame  idle  Trumpery  over  and  over  a  thoufand 
Times.  What  is  a  general  Excife  but  an  Accumu¬ 
lation  of  particular  Excifes  ?  And  if  He  will  pleafe 
to  add  what  were  defigned  by  this  Bill  to  Thofe, 

which 
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which  already  fubfift,  He  will  find  a  pretty  large  Ca~ 
talogue  ;  but  as  thefe  witty  Writers  are  apt  to  be 
troubled  with  fhort  Memories,  I  muft  beg  Leave 
to  refrefh  them  with  a  Ihort  Recapitulation,  The 
following  Commodities  are  already  excifedy  viz.  * 
Beer  and  Aley  Mimy  Cyder ,  Perry  and  fweet  Wines ; 
Malty  Brandy  and  all  diJlilTd  Spirits  ;  Leather , 
Soapy  Candles y  Hops  •  Papery  Pajle -  Boards ,  Mill- 
Boards  y  £?<r.  Silk  r  and  Callicoes  ;  Starchy  Hides , 
and  wrought  Plate ;  Cards  and  ;  Coffee y 
Tea  and  Chocolate  *  Salt.— To  Thefe  We  muft 
add  Tobaccoy  Wine  and  Sugar ,  which  are  all  known 
to  have  been  in  the  original  Scheme;  and  then 
let  the  Conftderery  or  his  Patrony  name  any  one 
material,  imported  Commodity ,  which  would  have 

been  left  at  the  Cujlomhoufey  or  unexcift id. - -This 

Catalogue,  1  fay,  makes  a  pretty  formidable  Fi¬ 
gure  of  itfelf ;  but  when  We  conhder  the  vaft  Mul¬ 
titude  or  Traders  and  DealerSy  who  are  afiehled  by 
thefe  ExcifeSy  the  Argument  will  appear  in  a  much 
ftronger  Light.  Let  us  therefore  enumerate  them 
once  more.  ' 

'f'  Brewer Sy  Diflillersy  Inn™  j  and  all  other  Per- 
keeper Sy  ViBuallerSy  Coffeemenyf  fons,  making,  im- 
Mtimy  Cyder  and  Perry-makers  yff  porting,  or  deal- 
MalflerSy  fweet  Wine-makers  A: ing  in  excifeable 
Vinegar-makers  — — — «  J  Liquors. 

Soap-Boilers ,  D rtiggijlsy  Gro -  "and  all  other  Per- 
cersy  Tallow-Chandlers ,  Starch- ns  concern'd  in 
makerSy  Perfimersy  P eruke-ma-  ?Teay  Coffeey  Cho - 
yhrj,  Barbers y  Chandlers  — ■ — — \colatey  Starchy 

J  Powdery  &  c. 
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*  See  Argument  againji  Exeifesi  p.  45. 
f  See  the  feeend  Fart  of  an  Argument  againji  Excifes ;  f  4S. 
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Hop-planters ,  fanners.  Own -Y 
m  of  Salt-Pits,  Leather-fellers,  1 
Linuen- Drapers,  Paper-makers , 

P aper-Jl ainers  ,  Callicoe  and 
Linuen-Pr  inters,  Pafle-Board, 


and  feveral  other 
Perfons,  concern- 


Mill-Board  and  Scale-Board -  fed  in  making,  or 


vending  thefe 
Commodities . 


makers,  Goldfmiths ,  Silver - 
fmitbs,  and  Workers  of  Plate , 

Wire-drawers,  and  Refiners  of 
gilt  and  Silver  VS  ire,  Card-ma 
kers,  Dice-makers — —  • — - 

Ail  thefe  Trades  have  already  the  Misfortune  to 
be  under  the  Laws  of  Excife  •  to  which  We  mult 
add  Thofe,  who  would  have  been  in  the  fame  Con¬ 
dition,  had  the  late  Scheme  taken  Efiebt fuch  as 


fob acco- Merchant s ,  Wlne-'x and  all  Retailers 
Merchants,  S uga r- Merchants, (  of  thofe  Commodi - 
fobacconifts,  Vintners,  Sugar-Sties,  not  already 
Bakers  - - -  - -  jexcifed . 


Now,  if  We  look  through  all  the  Cities  and  tra¬ 
ding  Towns  in  England,  We  fhall  find  them  inha¬ 
bited  and  fupported  chiefly  by  fuch  Sort  of  Men , 
who  are,  or  would  have  been  cut  off  from  the 
common  Privileges  of  their  Fellow-Subjedts,  by 
this  Method  of  Taxation. 

One  Thing  more  I  mull  obferve  upon  this 
Branch  of  the  Argument ;  viz.  that  there  are  two 
Kinds  of  Excifcs*,  one  ©f  which  flops  at  the  Ma¬ 
ker,  ox  frjl  Owner fuch  as  That  upon  Beer  and 
Ale,  Malt,  Plops,  Soap,  Candles,  &c.  the  other  fol¬ 
lows  the  Commodity  not  only  into  the  Retailer's 
Shop,  but  wherever  it  goes,  and  is  liable  to  be 
feized,  without  a  Permit ;  fuch  as  That  upon 
Brandy,  Rum,  Arrack,  Coffee,  Tea  and  Chocolate , 
&c. — And  here  it  deferves  a  particular  Remark, 
that  all  our  modern  Excifes ,  except  That  on  Salt, 
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as  well  as  Thofe  intended  by  the  late  Scheme ,  are 
of  the  latter  Kind ,  which  is  valtly  more  grievous 
and  expenlive  than  the  other,  both  to  the  Govern - 
ment  and  the  People .  What  a  vaft  Deal  of  Mo- 
deity,  Candour  and  Veracity  mutt:  ©ur  Author 
therefore  have,  when  he  aiierts  that  it  was  an 
exprefs  Part  of  the  Scheme  to  remove  the  chief 
Inconveniences,  and  would  have  leffened  the 
Extent  of  the  Excife ;  That  is,  an  Extenjion  of 
Excife  Laws  would  have  leitened  the  Extent  of  the 
Excife  ! 

But  it  would  have  "been  Time  enough ,  fays  the 
Conliderer,  to  raife  Alarms ,  when  They  found  the 
leaf  Tendency  towards  a  Dejign  to  excife  any  Part 
of  our  Food,  or  to  enter  any  private  House. — - 
That  is,  in  plain  Englijh ,  it  is  Time  enough  to 
ftruggle,  when  the  Knife  is  at  our  Throat ;  a 
Maxim,  which,  in  its  full  Extent,  hath  overturn’d, 
and  will  overturn  all  the  Liberties  of  Mankind.  I 
like  the  Counfei  of  the  Bird  in  the  Fable  much 
better ;  which  was  to  pick  up  the  Hemp-feed ,  im¬ 
mediately  after  it  was  fown.  To  apply  this  Fable, 
Liberty  is  not  half  fo  much  in  Danger  of  being 
mattered  by  Scalade ,  as  by  Undermining . 

But  to  come  a  little  nearer  to  the  Point ;  is  no 
Part  of  our  Food  already  excifed;  Is  not  Wine, 
by  long  Habit,  become  Part  of  our  Food ;  even 
fuch  a  Part  of  it,  as  to  many  Perfcns,  and  in 
many  Cafes,  to  be  not  only  convenient,  but  ab- 
fclutely  neceflary  to  Life?  Let  our  Author  ask 
the  meaner  fort  of  People,  as  well  as  fome  of 
higher  Rank,  and  He  will  find  that  even  To¬ 
bacco  is  considered  by  Them  as  Part  of  their 
Food  ‘  or  at  leaft  as  ufeful  to  Them  as  their 
Food.  Let  Him  confult  the  fair  Sex,  in  the  fame 
Manner,  whether  They  don’t  look  upon  Coffee, 
Tea  and  Chocolate,  as  a  Part  of  their  Food .  I  know 

all 
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all  thefe  Commodities  are  treated  as  Articles  of 
Luxury  by  the  minijlerial  Writers  *  and  if  They 
can  perfuade  the  Gentlemen  of  England  to  leave  off 
drinking  Wine  and  fmoaking  Tobacco  •  or  if  the  La¬ 
dies,  even  of  the  Court  Party,  will  agree  to  burn 
all  their  Lea-tables,  and  fubmit  to  the  homely  Re¬ 
gulations  of  old  Queen  Befs’s  Maids  of  Honour',  I 
promile  to  give  Them  no  farther  Trouble  on  this 
Subject ;  but,  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  I  mull:  defire  Them 
once  more  to  confider  what  would  become  of  our 
Commerce,  and  confequently  of  the  Revenue,  which 
was  to  be  fo  prodigioully  improved  by  this  Scheme . 

I  can  go  Hill  farther,  and  defy  Them  to  prove 
that  no  Part  of  our  Food,  in  the  ftridleft  Senfe,  is 
already  excifed.  Will  They  pretend  to  fay  that 
Beer  and  Ale,  Cyder  and  Perry  are  no  Part  of  our 
Food  ?  Can  They  affirm  that  Salt  is  not  an  abfolute 
NccdTary  of  Life  *  or  that  this  Part  of  our  Food 
is  not  already  under  an  Excife ;  a  Tax,  which  af¬ 
fects  not  the  Great  and  the  Rich  only,  but  the 
poorell  Farmer,  Manufacturer  and  Day-Labourer? 
Not  a  Piece  of  Bacon,  falted  Beef,  or  Pork  can 
They  eat ;  not  a  Pound  of  Butter ,  a  little  Cheefe ,  or 
even  a  Bit  of  Bread  can  They  make,  without  con¬ 
tributing  fo  mething  to  it.  This,  no  Doubt,  is  a 
great  Favour  to  the  Landed  Inter eff  *  and  as  to 
Navigation,  are  not  all  our  Ships  viCtuafd  with 
falted  Provifions  ?  Let  any  Man  therefore  judge 
what  an  Eafe  this  Tax  muft  be  to  our  Commerce, 
and  how  likely  to  give  us  the  Ballance  of  Trade.  — - 
I  am  therefore  at  a  Lois  to  guefs  what  Mo¬ 
tives  could  poffibly  induce  our  Author  to  fay  that 
■it  had  been  Time  enough  to  raife  Alarms,  when  They 
found  the  leaf  Tendency  towards  a  Defgn  to  excife 
any  Part  of  our  Food*  becaufe  That  is  really  gi¬ 
ving  up  the  Point,  and  Efficiently  juitifies  ail  our 
Alarms , 
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As  for  entering  private  Houfes,  it  appears  from 
what  hath  been  faid  before  that  almoft  all  the  tra¬ 
ding  Part  of  the  Kingdom  are  already,  or  would 
have  been,  fubjeft  to  this  unwelcome  Vibration,  by 
the  Execution  of  the  late  Scheme .  It  is  true,  in¬ 
deed,  that  the  Projector  and  his  Advocates  have 
lately  been  pleafed  to  put  this  vail  Body  of  Men 
upon  the  fame  Foot  with  Inn-keepers,  Victuallers, 
and  Retailers  of  Geneva ,  in  order  to  fubjedl  Them 
to  the  fame  Laws .  The  Traders ,  no  Doubt,  are 
highly  obliged  to  Them  for  this  Favour,  and  I  hope 
will  take  fome  Opportunity  to  return  it ;  for,  ac¬ 
cording  to  this  new  Dodtrine,  three  Parts  of  the 
Houfes  in  England  might  be  entered  at  Pie  afire, 
and  yet  the  Projector  might  continue  to  iniifh  that 
there  was  not  the  leaf  Tendency  towards  a  Defign 
to  enter  any  private  House. 

But  this  Point  likewife  will  admit  of  fome  far¬ 
ther  Examination  ;  for,  even  private  Houfes ,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Projectors  Do&rine,  are  already 
under  the  Laws  of  Excife ,  in  fome  Particulars.  I 
mean  the  Houfes  of  private  Gentlemen  and  others , 
who  live  upon  their  Fortunes,  without  following 
any  Bufinefs^  for,  not  to  infill  on  the  InfpeClors  of 
the  Window-Lights ,  who  very  nearly  refemble  the 
Officers  of  the  Chimney  Tax ,  let  Them  look  into 
the  A €t  of  the  6th  of  the  late  King  ;  by  which 
no  Gentleman  can  fend  a  little  Prefent  of  Brandy , 
Rum,  or  Arrack ,  to  a  Friend,  even  after  He  hath 
paid  the  Duty,  without  a  Permit *  which  will  not 
be  granted  Him,  unlefs  He  enters  his  Houfe,  and 
thereby  fubjedts  it  to  the  Vilitation  of  Excifemen , 
like  publick  Houfes .  By  the  fame  ACf,  no  private 
Gentleman  can  keep  above  63  Gallons  of  any  of 
thefe  Liquors  in  his  Houfe,  without  entering  it. — 
By  the  Adt  of  the  10th  of  the  fame  King,  no 
Gentleman  can  have  a  little  Chocolate  made  in  his 

Hc-ufe, 
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Houle,  without  Permiffion  from  an  Officer,  after 
three  Days  Notice ,  as  well  as  fwearing  to  the 
Quantity  made ,  and  carrying  it  to  the  Office,  ready 

wrapt  up  in  Papers ,  to  be /lamp’d. - Do  not  both 

thefc  Laws ,  in  fome  Meafure,  affect  private  Houfes  ; 
or  can  They  be  faid  not  to  have  the  leajl  Tendency 
to  fach  a  Defign  ? 

This  is  lufficient  to  fhew  that  fome  Parts  of  our 
Foodj  even  in  the  ftridteft  Senfe  of  the  Word,  are 
already  excifed',  and  that  private  Houfes  are  not 
altogether  free  from  thofe  Laws.  In  fhort,  when 
the  Projector  and  his  Advocates  difown  any  Dehgn 
of  a  general  Excife ,  They  can  mean  only  an  mri~ 
verfal  Excife ,  which  I  believe  there  is  not  one  In- 
fa  nee  of  in  the  whole  World,  even  under  the  moft 
tyrannical  Governments  ;  and  if  an  Excife  was  ac¬ 
tually  laid  on  Fijh  and  Flejhmeat,  They  might  as 
well  pretend  that  it  had  not  the  leaf  Tendency  to 
a  general  Excise,  becaufe  Apples y  Eggs, Milk, 
or  any  other  Commodities,  of  the  fame  Kind, 
might  fill  remain  free. 

All  thefe  Points,  concerning  a  general  Excife, 
have  been  fully  explain'd  before  in  feveral  Dif- 
courfes  upon  that  Subject  ♦  but  the  conftant  Re¬ 
petition  of  the  fame  T  hings  from  the  minijlerial 
Prefs  makes  it  neceflary  juft  to  touch  them  over 
again,  in  this  curfory  Manner. 

The  Conft derer  affirms,  in  the  fame  Page,  that 
this  Method  of  ColleBion  had  been  tried  with  uni - 
verfal  Approbation ,  and  great  Succefs ,  upon  other 
Articles  ;  particularly  Coffee  and  Chocolate.  -  -  ■  ■  - 
How  iharnelcfs  is  this  Author  ?  Scarce  a  Line 
drops,  from  Him  without  a  grofs  Faliity,  through 
the  whole  Difcourfe.  In  the  prefent  Cafe,  what 
hath  been  tryed  with  universal  Abhorrence ,  He 
hath  the  Impudence  to  call  univerfal  Approbation. 
Jkildes,  He  is  guilty  of  a  mean  Prevarication,  by 
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dropping  the  Article  of  T ea<  which  is  known  to 
have  been  run  in  greater  Quantities  than  ever  it 
was,  before  this  advantageous  Regulation  of  tk$ 
Duties ,  as  it  is  called,  was  introduced. 

He  hath  the  confummate  Folly  to  add,  that  the 
Complaint  of  a  general  Excife  was  never  heard  of 
when  a  more  rigorous  Collection  was  appointed  far 
Cofiee  and  Chocolate,  than  what  was  lately  pro « 
pofed  for  Wine  and  Tobacco*— — -  God  knows, 
that  Law  is  rigorous  enough  ;  though  not  more 
rigorous  than  the  other ,  which  is  almoft  a  Tran- 
feript  of  it ;  but  I  can  give  this  Author  feveral 
Reafons  why  the  Tea-AB  pafs'd  fo  glibly  at  that 
Time,  and  without  fuch  a  general  Complaint  as 
hath  lince  attended  the  Recife  BilL  At  prefent,  I 
will  mention  only  two*  In  the  JirJl  Place,  the 
Prof  Bor  was  then  in  the  Meridian  of  his  Glory, 
and  rioted  in  the  Plenitude  of  Power,  without 
fuch  an  Oppofition  as  was  neceffary  to  controul  and 
defeat  his  Meafures.  Secondly ,  the  Body  of  the 
People  were  not  fo  fully  appriz’d,  at  that  Time, 
of  the  Nature,  Confequences  and  Progrefs  of  Ex- 
fifes,  as  They  have  been  lince  ;  and  therefore 
might  be  led  away  by  the  plaufible  Pretence  of 
preventing  Rrauds .  But  it  is  well  known  that  the 
Druggijls  complained  very  heavily  of  it.  Indeed, 
one  of  the  minijlerial  Advocates  had  the  A  flu  ranee 
to  aflert,  laft  Winter,  *  that  the  feverejl  and  rncjl  ob¬ 
noxious  Claufes  in  the  Tea- Act  were  advifed  by  the 
principal  Druggifts  in  LoWn,  who  were  confuted 
upon  that  Occajion .  This  obliged  the  Druggijls  to 
purge  Themfelves  from  fo  ridiculous  an  Imputation, 
by  declaring,  in  all  the  News-Papers,  that  They 
Jlrenuoufly  oppofed  the  Bill  that  They  petition  'cl  the 

it  *  and  when  their  Petitiod 
F  held 


*  See  the  C  our  ant  of  Saturday  Dec.  1.  The  fecotid  Pari  if  an 
Argument ,  &c.  p.  34,  and  the  Appendix*  p.  *  1 
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load  the  hard  Fate  to  he  rejeded,  They  propofed  fe¬ 
ver  a  l  Expedients  to  make  the  Law  e after  to  Them  ; 
which  were  undertaken  and  promifed  hy  the  worthy 
Gentleman,  who  alone  hath  the  Honour  of  being 
thought  the  Projedor  and  Advifer  of  it,  and  who 
only  hath  found  his  Account  in  it . 

Neither  can  it  Purely  be  forgot  that  the  Drjtg- 
gifs ,  Grocers ,  and  other  Perfons,  dealing  in  Coffee , 
Tea,  and  Chocolate ,  have  iince  petitioned  the  Par¬ 
liament  to  be  relieved  from  the  Rigour  of  that 
Law ,  and  had  once  more  the  hard  Fate  to  fee 
their  Petition  rejected. 

We  are  now  corne  to  the  Inf  radons^  which 
molt  of  the  Cities  and  Corporations  in  England 
addrefs'd  to  their  Reprefentatives,  acquainting 
Them  with  the  terrible  Confequences  of  the  late 
Scheme 5  and  requeuing  Them  to  oppofe  it.  The 
Coif  deter  feems  to  be  highly  incens'd  at  thefe  fea- 
fonable  Applications ,  and  raves  againft  them  for 
feveral  Pages  together,  under  the  Name  of  poftive 
Commands  and  authoritative  Injun Bions ,  which 
tend  to  introduce  a  new  legifative  Power  •  to  rule 
the  Parliament  ]  and  govern  the  Government ;  with 
a  great  deal  more  fuch  StuffJ  which  is  only  thrown 
in  to  blind  the  Eyes  of  the  Reader,  and  perplex 
the  Point  in  Difpute. 

For  my  Part,  1  cannot  recoiled,  upon  the  ffrid- 
eft  Examination  of  my  Memory,  that  the  Word 
Command ,  or  injunction ,  or  any  Word  fynonimous, 
or  equivalent  to  it,  was  made  Ufe  of  in  any  Part 
of  the  Inf  radons  Lift  Winter  j  nor  can  I  perceive 
in  what  rI  hey  differ’d  Irom  meer  Reprefentation , 
and  Petition ,  or  irom  offering  their  Opinion  and 
giving  their  Rcafons  *  which  this  Author  feems  to 
allow  Himfeli.  1  hey  did  not  lay  any  compuliive 
Obligation  on  the  Members  to  follow  them.  If 
They  had  an  additional  Influence  Irom  the  ap¬ 
proaching 
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preaching  Ektfions ,  it  was  a  lucky  Circumllance 
for  the  People  ;  and  I  Ihould  be  very  furry  to  find 
that  the  Projetfor  hath  a  Secret  of  making  Corpo¬ 
rations  chufe  Perfons,  who  ad:  contrary  to  their 
Senfe  and  Intereft  *  for  let  their  Judgment ,  in  thefe 
Cafes,  be  right  or  wrong,  it  cannot  be  abfolutely 
rejected,  without  infringing  their  Liberty  *  and  it 
would  certainly  be  much  better  that  their  Choice 
Ihould  be  injudicious ,  than  not  free . 

As  to  the  Inftances,  aifign’d  by  our  Author ,  in 
which  this  PraBice  may  be  dangerous  to  our  Con- 
flitution  ;  I  anfwer  in  general,  that  there  may  be 
Cafes  put,  where  the  very  belt  Things  may  be 
turn'd  to  an  ill  Ufe ;  that  Injlniffions  from  Corpora¬ 
tions  have  been,  and  may  be,  of  lingular  U16  to 
the  Caufe  of  Liberty ,  on  fome  important  Occa- 
fions. 

How  the  i'nftance  of  the  Parliament9 s  disband - 
ing  the  Army  in  King  William’ j  Reign  comes  to  be 
twilled  into  this  Argument,  I  am  really  at  a  Lofs 
to  comprehend  ;  for  if  I  remember  right,  there 
were  no  Inllru£lions  from  the  Country,  either  for 
disbanding ,  or  not  disbanding .  However,  let  us 
bellow  a  Remark  or  two  on  this  impertinent  Di~ 
greffiom  It  feems  then,  according  to  our  Author , 
that  the  fecond  'War  with  France  was  occafion’d  by 
the  Reduction  of  our  Troops,  at  that  Time* 
Well,  let  us  fuppoie  the  Cafe  to  be  id ;  and  that 
France  would  have  abided  by  the  Partition  Treaty , 
if  our  Army  had  been  kept  up  ;  would  That  have 
alter’d  the"  State  of  Europe  tor  the  better?  Was 
not  an  Allyance  between  a  King  ot  Spain  y  of  the 
Ploufe  of  Bourbon,  and  an  Emperor  ot  the  Aujlrian 
P'amily,  the  Rcafon  of  our  Counter- A lly  ance  with 
Ft  'ance  ?  If  therefore  an  Allyance  only  was  lb  dread¬ 
ful,  what  would  an  Union  of  thofe  two  Crowns  in 
the  fame  Art  rice  have  been  thought,  according  to 

F  2  the 
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the  Politicks  of  1725?  That  it  was  a  Moody  and 
expenfivc  War  is  true  5  but,  at  the  fame  Time,  it 
was  a  glorious  War  *  and  it  one  was  to  reafon  from 
Succels,  disbanding  the  Army  did  not  produce  any 
real  Evil,  but  the  contrary ;  for  the  Nation  was 
able,  in  a  very  little  Time,  to  appear  in  the  Field 
with  more  formidable  Armies  than  ever  before ; 
which  experimentally  verifies  an  old  Obfervation, 
that  a  Britijh  Monarchy  who  hath  the  Command 
of  his  Subjects  Purfe,  upon  all  neceffary  Occafi- 
(Ons,  can  never  want  Troops.  I  mult  however  own 
that  what  the  Author  fays  ought  to  give  us  a  com¬ 
fortable  Prolpcct ;  for  if  the  Want  of  an  Army  was 
the  Occafion  of  a  War,  in  King  William’s  Time,  I 
hope  a  numerous  Army ,  under  the  Command  of  our 
prelent  moll  gracious  Sovereign,  will  'prevent  one 

at  prelent. - -But  let  us  return  to  the  Peopled 

Right  of  petitioning  and  injlnicling  their  Members . 

It  is  too  well  known,  by  Experience,  that  Par - 
liaments  are  neither  infallible,  nor  impeccable  ;  but 
have  often  run  contrary  both  to  the  Interell  and 
Senfe  of  the  People .  Now,  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  what  is 
to  be  done?  Let  me  ask  thcfe  Writers ,  whe¬ 
ther  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  are  the 
People's  ReprefentativeSj  or  not  •  and  whether,  un¬ 
like  all  other  Deputies  and  7} rujlees ,  They  are  abfo- 
lutely  independent  of  their  Principals  and  CouJU - 
t uents?  In  Anfwer  toThis,  it  hath  been  fometimes 
argued,  that  the  colle drive  Body  of  the  People 
transfer  all  their  Power  to  Thofe,  whom  They 
chufe  to  reprefent  Them,  and  have  nothing  farther 
to  cfo  in  Matters  of  Government,  than  to  yield  an 
implicit  Obedience  to  their  Decifions.  But  the 
Fallacy  of  this  Argument  hath  been  fully  proved 
from  the  Nature  and  Defign  of  Parliaments ,  as 
well  as  the  Practice  of  all  Ages.  However,  as  it 
is  a  Point,  which  hath  been  much  controverted  on 

one 
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me  Side ,  to  ferve  a  T urn,  and  will  I  hope  be  fully 
ellablifhed  on  the  other ,  for  the  Sake  of  our  Con- 
ftitution,  it  may  be  of  Ufe  to  give  it  a  little  far¬ 
ther  Examination. 

It  is  well  known  by  every  Body,  who  hath  but 
juft  dipt  into  our  Hiftory,  that  Parliaments  were 
formerly  called  on  fome  particular  Emergence  of 
State,  and  difmifs’d  as  foon  as  the  Bufinefs  was 
over,  la  thofe  Times,  the  People  were  generally 
apprized  of  the  Occafion,  for  which  a  Parliament 
was  called,  and  therefore  were  enabled  to  acquaint 
the  EleBed  with  their  Sent  of  the  Matter,  before 
They  came  up  to  Town.  Yet,  even  in  thofe 
Times,  if  any  Thing  unexpe&ed  happen’d  to  oc¬ 
cur,  during  their  Sitting,  They  commonly  deli  red 
Leave  to  confult  their  Confiituents ,  before  They 
came  to  any  Refolutions.  Of  This  there  are  In- 
iiances  in  our  Hiftories ;  but  I  have  lately  met 
with  two,  which  come  up  fo  directly  to  the  Point, 
that  I  am  fure  the  Publick  will  excufe  my  quoting 


The  firfi  is  in  the  Parliament  p°  Edw.  3.  * 
*c  when  a  Motion  being  made  for  a  Sublidy  to  be 
u  granted  of  a  new  Kind,  the  Commons  anlwe-. 
a  red  They  would  have  Conference  with  Thofe  of 
iL  their  federal  Counties  and  Places ,  who  had  pit 
Them  in  Trujl ,  before  They  treated  of  any 
Matter . 


The  other  Infiance  is  in  the  13th  of  tfye  fame 
Reign.  u  The  King  declared  to  the  Parliament 
**  that  He  with  others  about  Him  Hood  bound 
u  for  furnifhing  Him  and  his  Allies  in  30,000  L 
“  which  He  ought  to  pay,  and  therefore  wanted 
u  Aid  of  his  Commons  to  pay  the  lame  *  but  the 
u  Commons  made  Anfwer  that  They  knew  and 

a  tendered 
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u  tendered  the  Kings  Efi at ey  and  were  ready  to 
a  aid  Him ;  only  in  this  new  Device  Theydurfl 
a  not  agree,  without  farther  Conference  with 
u  their  Counties ;  and  fo  praying  Refpite  until  a- 
u  nother  Time,  They  promife  to  travel  to  their 
a  Counties ,  to  confult  Them  in  this  grand  Affair. 

From  hence  it  appears  that  even  in  thofe  early 
Times,  when  Prerogative  ran  fo  high,  and  the  Na¬ 
tion.  enjoyed  no  Liberty ,  as  Mother  Osborne  affures 
us,  the  Hotife  of  Commons  would  not  come  into 
my  new  Tax,  of  an  extraordinary  Nature,  with¬ 
out  confulting  T*bofey  whom  They  reprefented,  and 
from  whom  They  derived  all  their  Authority. 

If  We  come  down  to  the  Times,  when  the 
Practice  of  long  P  aril  aments  grew  in  Fafhion,  We 
fhall  find  the  fame  Right  exerted,  upon  feveral  Oc¬ 
casions  •  and  furely  nobody  will  deny  that  the  Ex- 
ercife  of  it  grows  more  and  more  expedient,  in  Pro¬ 
portion  to  the  Length  of  Parliaments  •  fince  it  is 
impoffible  for  the  People  to  forefee,  at  the  Time 
ot  Elettion ,  what  Affairs  may  come  under  their 
Deliberation  for  feveral  Years  to  come,  and  there¬ 
fore  muff:  refer ve  their  Thoughts  to  Themfelves 
till  fome  Point  of  Moment  is  actually  brought  up¬ 
on  the  Carpet,  or  difeovers  itfelf  to  the  Publick, 
and  furnifhes  Them  with  Matter  of  TnfiniSion . 

In  the  Reign  of  Charles  the  ad,  We  meet  with 
many  Addreiies  of  this  Kind •  in  which  feveral  * 
Counties ,  Cities  and  Corporations  not  only  return  their 
refpehlive  Members  Thanks  for  their  paff  Servi¬ 
ces,  in  profecuting  the  Authors  of  the  Popijh  Ploty 
and  the  Progrefs  T’hey  had  made  in  the  Exclusion 
Bill  y  as  well  as  their  Endeavours  to  fecure  the  Meet¬ 
ing  and  Sitting  of  frequent  Parliaments,  to  repeal 
an  Act  oj  ihe  ggth  oj  Elizabeth,  in  Favour  of  Pro- 

teftant 

*  See  the  State  Trafts  of  that  Reizn  ;  or  ?  Pamphlet,  intitled 
tfo  Right  of  the  Britiih  SubjetU  to  Petition,.  &c.  p.  17* 
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•efiant  Diflehters;  to  bring  ZL?  Authors  of  wicked 
Counfels  to  condign  Punijhment  ;  and  for  ajjerting 
their  undoubted  Right  of  Petitioning;  I  iay^ 

T  hey  did  not  only  return  their  Reprefentatmes 
Thanks  for  their  glorious  Conduct  in  all  thefe 
Points,  hut  exhorted  Them  to  perfevere  in  the 
fame  good  Endeavours  *  humbly  requeuing  Them 
not  to  confent  to  any  Money-Bill ,  till  their  Grie¬ 
vances  are  redrefs’d,  and  even  promiling  to  Hand 
by  Them,  in  the  Purfuance  of  thofe  Ends,  with 
their  Lives  and  Fortunes. 

There  was,  indeed,  a  Set  of  Mifcreants  in  that 
Age,  as  well  as  in  ours,  wrho  traduced  this  Right 
of  Petitioning ,  as  feditious,  and  declared  an  Ab- 
horrency  of  it  *  but  They  received  a  fevere  Cenfure 
in  Parliament,  and  have  been  ever  lince  branded 
in  Hiftory  with  the  infamous  Name  of  Ab horrors. 

Let  us  now  come  to  the  Reign  of  K.  William , 
in  which  the  Exercife  of  this  Right  was  again  re¬ 
fumed.  The  Cafe  of  the  Kentijb  Petition  is  •welt 
known  ;  in  which  feveral  Gentlemen  of  that  County 
undertook  to  iniirud  not  only  their  own  Represen¬ 
tatives,  but  the  whole  Parliament ,  in  Money-Mat¬ 
ters.  'This  was  cenfured  by  the  Houfe ,  as  irregu¬ 
lar;  and  yet  fee  how  fome  Folks  fhift  their  Prin¬ 
ciples,  like  their  Cloaths ,  according  to  the  Wea¬ 
ther  !  For  even  the  Reafonablenefs  of  this  Petition 
was  maintain'd  by  fome  of  thofe  very  People,  who 
now  treat  the  late  InfmtBions  againjl  the  Excife - 
Bill ,  in  which  Trade  and  Liberty  were  concerned^ 
as  tumultuous  and  illegal. 

In  the  fame  Reign,  the  City  of  f  London ,  and 
the  Borough  of  Southwark  gave  very  fir  on g  Infra- 
Lions  of  the  like  Nature  to  their  Members ,  w  ithout 
any  Cenfure ;  though  They  entered  into  a  particu¬ 
lar 


f  See  Kennels  Hiftory  Eng'and. 
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far  DetaiJ  of  the  Interefl  of  Europe ,  at  that  Time, 
and  directed  their  Members,  in  a  pretty  authoriia* 
five  Stile ,  how  to  behave  in  the  momentous  Af¬ 
fair  of  Peace  and  War , 

It  ought  to  be  obferved  that  all  thefe  AddreJJes 
ran  in  Favour  of  the  Court ;  and  I  hope  it  will  not 
be  maintain’d,  even  in  this  Age  of  Contradictions, 
that  the  People  of  England  have  not  the  fame 
Right  of  applying  to  their  Reprefentatives  againji 
the  Meafures  of  the  Court ,  when  They  fee  Occafion* 

The  Right  of  Petitioning  and  Inf  ruling  being 
thus  warranted  by  the  Pradice  of  all  Ages  ;  it  re¬ 
mains  only  to  be  conlidered  whether  it  was  pro¬ 
perly  cxercifcd,  or  not,  againft  the  late  Excife~Bill^ 
and  here,  I  think,  there  is  but  little  .Room  for 
Difpute  ;  for  if  this  Privilege  is  juftifiaBTe  at  any 
Time,  or  in  any  Cafe,  it  was  certainly  fo,  on  that 
Occaiion.  Shall  a  wicked  Scheme  againft  the  Trade , 
the  Liberty  and  Property  of  the  Subjecl  be  fet  on 
Foot  by  an  audacious  ProjeBor,  and  mu  ft  the  Peo¬ 
ple  paflively  fubmit  to  it?  Shall  the  Britifo  Na~ 
tion ,  who  have  fpent  fo  many  Millions  of  Money, 
and  loit  fo  much  Blood,  in  Defence  of  their  Li¬ 
berties  and  Conititution,  lit  ftill  and  tamely  fuller 
the  galling  Fetters  of  Excife  Laws  to  be  rivetted 
on  their  Legs  by  an  Inventor  of  Cruelty ,  without 
any  Struggles  to  relieve  Themfelves  ?  God  forbid ! 
It  is  their  Right,  nay  it  is  their  Duty,  in  all  fuch 
Cafe's,  to  implore  the  Protedion  of  Thofe,  who 
are  intruded  with  their  Liberties ,  and  will  fupport 
I  hem,  as  long  as  our  Confutation  is  preferved. 
They  exerted  this  Right ,  in  the  late  Cafe ,  with 
Prudence  and  Vigour,  and  therefore  with  Succefs. 

I  his  is  not  only  a  Subjcd  of  [oy  at  prefent,  but 
ought  to  give  T  hem  Comfort,  in  Times  to  come ; 
for  I  muft  agree  with  the  *  Craftsman  in  hoping 

that 
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that  thefe  Methods  mil  he  revived  in  the  fame  pm* 
dent  and  vigorous  Manner ,  upon  all  extraordinary 
Occajions . 

But  iince  the  Con/iderer  is  pleas’d  to  difpute  this 
Point  fo  ftrenuoufly,  I  wifh  He  would  confult  one, 
who  not  only  underflood  our  Confutation  as  well 
as  any  Man  in  England ,  but  had  likewife  the  moil 
tender  Regard  for  it  *,  I  mean  Mr,  Locke  ;  one  ot 
thofe  illuftrious  Writers,  with  whofe  Buffo's  her 
prefen t  Majefly  hath  been  pleafed  to  adorn  her 
Country  Retirement.  X  hope  therefore  that!  may 
be  permitted  to  quote  two  or  three  Paflages  from 
Him,  about  civil  Liberty ,  without  any  Offence. 

„  ?  ,  *  Community,  fays  He, -perpetually  re-* 

a  tairfs  a  fapreme  Power  of  fa ving  Themfelves  from 
u  the  Attempts  and  Deligns  of  any  Body,  even 
<c  of  their  Legislators,  whenever  They  fhall  be  fo 
u  foolifh,  or  fo"  wicked,  as  to  lay  and  carry  on 
<c  Defigns  againfl  the  Liberties  and  Properties  of 
u  the  Subjedh 

In  another  He  fays,  ^  u  where  the  Body  of 
a  the  People  are  deprived  of  their  Right,  either 
cc  by  the  Executive,  or  Legifative  Power ,  having 
a  no  Appeal  on  Earth,  They  have  a  Liberty  to 
a  appeal  to  Heaven,  whenever  They  judge  the 

Caufe  of  fafficient  Moment. 

Again ;  t  u  The  Legifative  ads  againfl  the 
<c  Truft  repofed  in  Them,  when  They  endeavour 
u  to  invade  the  Property  of  the  SuhjeSl ?  and  to 
a  make  Themfelves,  or  any  Part  of  the  Com  mu-* 
<c  nity,  Mailers,  or  arbitrary  Difpofers  of  the 
<c  Lives,  Liberties,  or  Fortunes  of  the  People. 

Thefe  are  the  true  Principles  of  Liberty  ;  the 
Principles  of  the  Revolution ;  and  though  They 

G  ^  ought 
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ought  not  to  be  put  in  Execution,  unlefs  in  Cafes 
of  the  utmoft  Extremity;  yet  They  fhould  be 
conftantiy  kept  in  the  Minds  of  the  People ;  and 
every  Man,  who  endeavours  to  eraze,  or  depre- 
tiate  them,  is  an  Enemy  to  our  Conftitution,  and 
laps  the  Foundation  of  the  prefent  Eftablifhment. 

That  thefe  InfiruBions  were  enforced  by  Mena¬ 
ces  and  : Tumults ,  as  the  Conftderer  afferts,  is  abfo- 
lutely  falfe;  and  therefore  delerves  no  particular 
Anfwer.  Popular  Infults  upon  Members  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  are  condemned  by  all  reafonable  Men,  as 
much  as  our  Author.  It  is  however  a  melancholy 
Appearance,  when  the  People  begin  to  lofe  their 
Helped!  for  an  Houfe  of  Commons ,  whom  They  na¬ 
turally  revere  as  their  Protedtors;  but  when#Things 
are  carried  within  Doors ,  contrary  to  the  general 
Sentiments  ot  Lib  of  e  without ,  the  Populace  will  be 
apt  to  exprefs  their  Diflikc  and  Refentment.  It 
is  an  old  Privilege,  or  Cultom,  which  They  have 
been  in  Pofleilion  of  for  many  Ages;  and  cannot 
be  inti  rely  taken  away,  without  tearing  up  Liberty 
by  the  Roots  at  the  fame  Time.  But  alas !  the 
Influence,  which  ariies  from  the  Voice  of  the  People , 
Is  very  final!  in  Companion  with  That  from  ano¬ 
ther  Jght art er  /  One  Whifper  can  do  more  than  a 
tnoufand  Huzza  s.  A  little  Scrap  of  Paper,  in  the 
Hands  of  a  Miuifery  hath  often  had  a  more  perni¬ 
cious  Influence  upon  fame  Parliaments ,  than  an 
hundred  Hubs  in  the  Hands  of  a  Mob .  Yet  ffill 
I  am  ready  to  confels  that  all  Violence  of  this 
Kind,  ought  to  be  reif rained  ;  though  it  hath  of¬ 
ten  proved  falutiferous,  and  preferved  the  Liber¬ 
ties  oi  popular  States.  I  o  give  one  Inlfance  a- 
mongll  many  others,  which  might  be  produced, 
Amjurdam  would  have  been  given  up  to  the  French , 
m  the  lair  Age,  had  not  the  Populace  .very  fca- 
fonably  interpofed. 
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A.  Becaufe  They  could  not  do  it  fooner ;  That 
is,  before  the  Fate  of  the  Excife-Bill  was  known. 

Why  did  not  They  do  fortieth ing  afterwards 
in  this  Affair? 

A.  Becaufe  the  Affair  was  taken  out  of  their 
Hands. 

Why  was  the  Court-Lift  carried  ? 

A.  Becaufe  They  were  the  Majority . 

How  came  They  to  he  the  Majority  ? 

A.  Thofe,  who  met  at  the  Cock-Pit.  know 
beft. 

Why  was  there  not  fo  much  as  one  of  the 
oppolite  Party  put  into  the  Court  Lift,  to  he  a  Wit* 
nefs  at  leaf  of  their  Proceedings  ? 

A.  Becaufe  They  did  not  like  any  fuch  Company . 

dff  Hath  not  the  Projector  often  defy' d  Them  to 
enter  into  a  firiB  Examination  of  his  Aaioiis  ? 

A,  Yes.  ' 

What  is  a  friB  Examination? 

A.  An  Enquiry  made  by  a  Committee  of  his 
Friends . 

\  JjK  Why  did  the  oppofing  Party  do  nothing ,  after 
the  Committee  had  made  their  Report  ? 

A.  Becaufe  the  P arliament  was  prorogued . 

djf  Why  have  They  made  no  other  Propofaf  even 

to  this  Day  ? 

A .  Becaufe  the  Parliament  hath  not  met  fince, 
to  do  Bufinefi. 

Let  any  Man  of  common  Senfe  read  what  our 
Author  fays  upon  this  Head,  and  He  .  will  find  it 
fairly  ftated  and  anfwer’d  as  above. 

But  fi nee  thz  Confderer  calls  out  fo  loudlyfor  fome 
Method  to  prevent  Frauds ,  1  will  put  Him  in  mind 
of  one,  which  hath  not  only  been  often  mentioned, 
but  found  by  Experience  to  be  the  only  efie&ual 
Remedy  for  that  Diftemper  ;  I  mean  the  Reduction 
of  Duties  y  for  as  the  Height  of  the  Duties  is  the 

Temp- 


Temptation  to  Fraud,  take  away  that  Temptation , 
by  lowering  the  Duties  to  a  reasonable  Degree,  and 

Fraud  will  decay  of  Courfe. - -We  have  an  In- 

ftance  of  This  in  the  Article  of  Pepper  ;  which 
produced  little  or  nothing,  whiliV  the  Duty  was 
high,  and  hath  brought  in  a  considerable  Sum, 

Since  it  was  reduced . - But  there  is  a  much  later 

Experiment  of  the  Succefs  attending  low  Duties , 
in  the  Cafe  of  Brandy .  I  am  inform’d  that  when 
French  Brandy  paid  the  whole  Duty  appointed  by 
Act  of  Parliament,  it  never  produced  above  jooo  L 
per  Ann.  coninmnibus  aniiis  ;  but  being  afterwards 
imported  from  Dunkirk ,  by  Connivance  or  other- 
wile,  under  the  Denomination  of  Flemijh  Brandy , 
•and  paying  a  much  lefs  Duty  on  that  Account*  it 
produced  about  i  ao,oco  /.  per  Ann .  though  moll 
of  the  Out-Ports  of  the  Kingdom  were  not  acquain¬ 
ted  with  this  Secret  ;  in  which  Cafe  the  Duty 
would  certainly  have  produced  a  great  deal  more. 

- - At  prefent,  indeed,  thefe  Duties  are  put  under 

another  Regulation,  the  Coniequence  of  which  Time 
only  can  diicover.  But  This  is  fufficicnt  to  fhew 
that  the  Redaction  of  heavy  Duties  is  the  only  ef¬ 
fectual  Method  to  prevent  Frauds  •  and  That  was 
my  only  Reafon  for  mentioning  it. 

It  is  fo  common  a  Pradiice  with  thefe  Writers  to 
mifquote  and  fa! lily  the  Arguments  of  their  Oppo¬ 
nents,  that  it  may  be  thought, need-left  to  expofe  it 
any  farther  }  but  there  is  one  Tnltance  of  this  poor 
Artifice  fo  very  abandon’d,  that  it  ought  at  leaffc 

to  be  pointed  out  to  the  Publick. - -  The  Graff  - 

man  is  reprefented  as  reafoniog,  in  his  Paper  of 
Augufi  the  4th,  that  a  People ,  who  pay  in  'Taxes 
five 'Millions  a  Year ,  Jhould  Bi  no  means  regard 
five  hundred  thoufand  Pounds .  But  upon  looking 
into  the  Paper  quoted  for  this  Aflertion,  I  found 
the  railage  Hand  thus.  Let  us  fappofe ,  againjl  all 
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moral  Certainty ,  that  the  late  unhappy  Project  would 
have  rat  fed  the  whole  Sum  propoied  *  yet  the  old 
Yfhiefion  will  f  ill  recur ;  whether  a  People ,  who 
have  expended  above  two  Hundred  Millions, 
for  the  Support  of  their  Liberties,  within  thefe  fifty 
Years  pafy  and  fill  continue  to  pay  above  five  Mil¬ 
lions  every  Year ,  on  the  fame  Account ,  ought  to 
give  them  up  at  last,  for  the  Sake  of faving 
five  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds  a  Year ,  in 
their  national  Expences ;  especially  when  the  fame 
faving  might  be  eafily  made ,  perfectly  co\ffent  with 
our  Confitutiion ,  by  a  proper  Re  duff  ion  of  the  Army, 
the  Supprejfon  of  useless  Offices,  and  the  Re«* 
furnption  of  exorbitant  Pensions. — —  I  may 
fafely  leave  this  Paifage.  to  the  good  Senfe  and 
Candour  of  the  Reader,  who  will  immediately  per* 
ceive  the  Confiderers  vile  Mifreprefentation”  of  it, 
without  any  Comment.  I  fhall  therefore  proceed 
to  fome  other  Points. 

How  the  Tax  upon  Candles,  and  the  Demo¬ 
lition  of  Dunkirk  came  into  this  Queftion,  I  can¬ 
not  comprehend  *  for  however  hard  the  T ax  upon 
Candles  may  be  to  the  Poor,  it  is  not  one  of  thofe 
ExcifeSj  which  follow  the  Retailer  into  every  Corner 
of  the  Kingdom ;  nor  was  it  originally  laid  for 
every  as  it  is  now  continued, .  A  great  deal  of  Com¬ 
panion  is  exprefs'd  for  the  Poory  upon  this  Occa- 
lion;  but  what  fignify  fair  Words?  Let  the  Au¬ 
thors  PatroUy  I  need  not  fay  advife,  or  concur  in 
taking  this  Duty  01%  but  only  fuller  it  to  be  done  * 
and  the  Poor  will  foon  find  Themfelves  relieved. 
It  will  then  be  time  enough  to  reproach  Thofe y  who 
firft  laid  it  on  *  but  it  is  very  ridiculous  at  pre- 
fent,  whilft  it  continues  in  the  long  and  melancholy 
Catalogue  of  our  perpetual  Taxes . 

The  Confiderers  wife  Digrdfion  about  Dunkirk 
is  juft  like  the  Braying  of  Sancho  Pane  ha  y  when 
the  Knight y  his  Mafery  was  endeavouring  to  pacify 
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the  braying  Villagers ;  the  Confequence  of  which 
was,  that  it  renew’d  the  Rage  of  the  Multitude,  to 
the  inexprelfible  Danger  ot  Hinifelf  and  the  Knight. 
jf  I  was  as  deeply  engaged  in  the  Service  of  ano¬ 
ther  Knight  as  He  is,  I  folemnly  declare  that  I 
would  never  fo  much  as  mention  Dunkirk ,  nor  ut¬ 
ter  one  Word  about  inglorious  Treaties  •  for  lam 
very  fure  that  Dunkirk  was  to  be  no  longer  a  Port, 
according  to  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  *  and  I  am  full 
as  fure  that  it  is  now  a  Port ,  navigable  by  Ships 
of  great  Burthen. - 1  need  fay  no  more. 

After  a  good  deal  ot  this  old,  Hale  Cant  about 
former  Minijlers ,  the  Conjiderer  fums  up  the  Cafe 
in  the  fame  impartial  Manner  as  He  Hated  it  at 
firH,  and  enters  into  a  long  Strain  of  Panegyrick 
on  the  Gentlemen  on  his  Side ,  both  on  Account  of 
their  propofwg  and  dropping  the  Bill.  I  think  it 
would  have  been  more  proper  to  put  it  Gentle¬ 
man  in  the  fingular  Number  ;  or,  at  leaH,  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  in  the  Greek  dual  Number  •  for  I  don't 
believe  there  were  above  two  Persons  in  the 
whole  Kingdom,  who  were  heartily  concern’d  for 
the  Succefs  of  it ;  X  mean  the  Projector  and  his 
Brother ;  though  many  of  their  Creatures  had  juft 
Caufe  to  refent  their  giving  it  up,  after  They  had 
been  dragg’d  through  the  Mire,  in  the  Profecution 
of  it.  But  let  us  take  the  Author  s  own  State  ot 
this  Cafe.  It  feems  then  that  as  thefe  two  honou¬ 
rable  Gentlemen  had  no  other  Detign  in  propojing 
the  Bill  than  meerly  the  publick  Good,  fo  their 
departing  from  it  was  an  Ad  of  fingular  Mo  defy 
and  Comply  an  ce  with  the  Prejudices  of  the  People. — * 
I  am  always  pleated  to  lee  any  Inrtances  of  Mock fly 
and  Comply  an  ce  *  which  are  fomc  what  extraordi 
nary,  as  the  Conjiderer  rightly  obferves,  in  a  great, 
overgrown  Minifer  ;  but  was  This  really  the  Cafe, 
with  Regard  to  die  Excife-Bill  ?  I  am  afraid  there 
was  a  little  Spice  ot  private  Interef  both  in  the 
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Defign  it  felf,  and  the  Manner  of  dropping  it  *  as  I 
ihali  prefently  make  appear. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  deferves  our  Notice  that 
the  Confiderer  grows  quite  ludicrous  upon  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  Infiance  of  his  Patron's  fingular  Mode - 
fly,  and  drolls  upon  it  in  a  molt  unfufierable  Man¬ 
ner.  Such  an  Example ,  fays  He,  is  of  great  Im¬ 
portance  in  English  History. — - - Yes,  no 

doubt,  this  CircumAance  of  his  Life  will  make  a 
fhining  Figure  in  our  Annals,  and  tranfmit  his 
Name  with  great  Advantage  to  PoAerity.  Me- 
thinks,  I  can  torefee  pretty  exactly  what  Hifiorians 
will  fay  of  it,  and  am  almoA  tempted  to  anticipate 
Them.  I  am  lure,  it  would  prove  an  agreeable 
Entertainment  to  the  Publick  *  and,  perhaps,  fur- 
nifh  Matter  of  ufeful  Admonition  to  the  Projector 
Himfelf  *  but  I  am  loth  to  Aiock  his  fingular  Mo - 
defiy  fo  much  at  this  Time*  and  In  all  therefore 
leave  it  to  Thofe,  who  write  the  HiAory  of  the 
prefent  Age. 

He  makes  Ufe  of  the  fame  pleafant  Style,  with 
Relation  to  : Thofe ,  who  oppofed  and  defeated  the 

Bill . - After  all  if  his,  lays  He,  what  do  They 

do  ?  Do  They  take  Shame  to  f hem f chocs,  and  ask 
Pardon  of  their  injured  Country  ?  This  is  another 
InAance  of  fingular  Mo  defy,  and  fhews  that  the 
Projector  and  his  Advocate  are  well  match'd.  — 
But  for  what  fhould  They  take  Shame  to  Them- 
felves  ?  Why,  for  having  gain'd  a  compleat  \iblo- 
ry  over  a  Man,  who  hath  always  boafted  that  He 

was  invincible  ?  - For  what  Ihould  'They  ask 

Pardon  of  their  Country  ?  Why,  for  having  reliev'd 
Them  from  a  Burthen,  which  neither  They  nor  their 
Children  would  have  been  able  to  bear.  - - 1  won¬ 

der  thefe  Gentlemen  arc  not  alhamed  to  peril  It  in 
fuch  infolent  Triumphs,  in  Ac  ad  of  humbling  T  hem- 
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felves  before  the  Nation,  according  to  our  Author's 
Direction. 

He  feems  extremely  angry  at  the  pub  lick  Joy $ 
which  was  exprefs’d,  upon  the  Defeat  of  the  Bill. 
Alas !  how  can  He  grudge  the  People  thofe  few 
Oecalions,  which  his  Patron  affords  Them  of  gra¬ 
tifying  that  Paffion  ?  It  is  very  hard  to  engrofs  all 
the  Mirth,  as  well  as  all  the  Power,  of  the  King¬ 
dom  to  Himfelf.  A  Monopoly  of  Laughter  is  too 
great  a  Privilege  for  any  Mimjler ,  and  too  great  a 
Reffraint  upon  rational  Creatures ,  who  are  diftin- 
guifffd  from  the  reft  of  the  Creation  by  their 
Riftbility.  In  this  Inftance,  methinks,  the  ProjeBor 
is  more  like  Nero  than  Julius  Cyfar,  by  fetting  the 
whole  City  in  a  Flame,  and  fuflering  no  Body  to 
be  merry  at  the  Bonfire  but  Himfelf 

It  would  be  breaking  an  old  Cuftom,  if  the  Gen¬ 
tlemen  in  the  Oppofition  were  not  charged  with  Am¬ 
bition ,  as  the  principal  Motive  of  their  Proceed¬ 
ings;  though  if  by  Ambition  is  meant  a  Defire  of 
minifierial  Power ,  I  verily  and  fi  nee  rely  believe  that 
there  never  was  lefs  of  it  in  any  Oppofition  than 
at  prefent.  The  State  of  Affairs,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  is  not  lb  very  alluring,  nor  the  Fortunes 
of  theje  Gentlemen  fo  defperate,  nor  the  Opinion  of 
.them  own  Abilities  fo  conceited,  as  to  make  Them 
Sacrifice  their  prefent  Eafe  to  the  Thirft  of  Power 
at  fuch  a  Conjuncture.  No  Man  ever  took  the 
Helm  in  a  Storm,  from  a  Motive  of  Ambition,  tho' 
the  ProfpeCt  of  Danger  might  induce  Him  not  to 
decline  it,  for  the  Sake  of  common  Safety. 

He  now  refumes  his  Panegyrick  on  the  Gentle- 
men,  who  form'd  the  Scheme.  Here  were  no  pri- 
■  <vate  Views,  lavs  He,  no  per  final  Advantage,  no 

particular  Friends  to  oblige .• - How,  Sir?  Would 

the  Nomination  of  a  vaft  Multitude  of  new  Officers 
have  been  of  no  perfonal  Advantage  to  the  Pro - 
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jector  and  Executor  of  it?  Was  there  no  View  of 
obliging  his  Creatures,  Dependents,  and  learned 
Advocates  with  ihefe  Places  ?  Were  no  Perfons  to 
be  favoured  with  them,  who  have  Votes,  or  Inte- 
reft,  in  Boroughs  and  Corporations  ?  Would  not  the 
Recommendation  of  any  Lord ,  or  Member  of  Par * 
li ament,  in  Behalf  of  their  Friends,  have  been  ac¬ 
cepted  ? — -What  peculiar  Diiintereftnefs  and  Inte- 
grity  is  all  This  ?  Nothing  but  the  publick  Good, 
nothing  but  the  Welfare  of  our  Conftitution,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Conjiderers  Way  of  Reafoning,  was 
the  Delign  and  End  of  this  memorable  Bill.  What 
ilrange  Infatuation  therefore  mult  all  the  People 
be  under,  that  no  Body,  belides  Hackney  Writers , 
or  Men  in  Office ,  fhould  draw  their  Pens  in  Defence 
of  it  *  that  not  one  Perfon  in  the  whole  Kingdom, 
except  the  Relations ,  and  Tools  of  the  Projector,  or 
Thofe  immediately  under  his  Influence,  fhould  pre¬ 
fume  to  jultify  the  Bill,  after  it  was  publickly 
known  \  nay,  that  even  fome  of  Thefe  fhould  admit, 
in  private  Convention,  that  it  was  a  Plan  of 
Power ,  calculated  to  keep  Jlurdy  Beggars  in  due 
Awe,  as  well  as  the  Projector  in  due  Power  and 
Dominion  over  the  People  ? 

Belides,  if  it  is  true  that  theVxo]c(kox  had  no  pri¬ 
vate  Views,  nor  propofed  any  perfonal  Advantages 
to  Himfelf  by  this  Scheme ,  He  would  do  well  to 
anfwer  us  a  plain  Queltion  or  two.  Why  was  the 
Ctaufe,  to  reltrain  600  Salt-Officers  from  voting  at 
Elections,  rejected  ?  And  are  there  no  Inltances  of 
Excifemen ,  and  other  Officers ,  or  Dependents  on  the 
Revenue,  even  fo  low  as  Watermen,  who  have 
been  obliged  to  qualify  Themfelves  for  their  Pla¬ 
ces,  by  taking  up  their  Freedom,  or  buying  a 
Vote  to  difpofe  of,  according  to  Order  ? 

It  is  very  remarkable  that  the  Q)nftderer  does 
not  fay  one  Word  in  Jultification  of  his  Patron's 
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Ailertiop,  that  no  more  than  150  additional  Officers 
would  be  neceffiary  to  put  his  Scheme  in  Execution. 
This  is  another  Point,  like  That  of  Juries,  which 
the  Projector  feeins  delirous  to  have  pafsy?^  Silentio. 
I  have  feen  a  Calculation  of  the  Number  of  Officers, 
that  would  have  been  requifite  to  this  Purpofe,  as 
well  as  the  Expence  of  Them  to  the  Publick  • 
which  far  exceeds  what  is  commonly  apprehended, 
or  even  conceived,  upon  this  Head.  But  taking 
it  for  granted  that  1 50  would  have  been  fufficient, 
the  Number  of  Perfons,  who  would  have  been  fub- 
jedt  to  Them,  ought  likewife  to  be  conlidered  * 
nay,  That,  indeed,  is  the  main  Point,  with  Re* 
gard  to  Liberty  ;  for  I  will  venture  to  affirm  that 
if  fifty  Officers  were  capable  of  executing  fuch  a 
Power  over  the  whole  Nation,  it  would  ierve  the 
Purpofes  of  arbitrary  Power  as  well  as  if  there 
were  fifty  fihoufand. 

What  the  Ccnfiderer  therefore  fays,  concerning 
the  Benefits  of  Liberty  and  our  prefent  Efiabltjh- 
mentj  are  ftrong  Motives  for  oppoling  any  fuch 
Schemes ,  and  the  fullcft  Juftification  of  Thofe,  who 
lately  diftinguillfd  Themfelves  fo  vigoroufly  and 
gloriouily  againft  the  Projector. 

In  turning  over  Hiftorjes,  I  have  obferved  the 
Progrefs  of  a  prime  Minifter ,  and  am  fatisfyT  that 
fome  great  Men ,  poflefied  both  of  good  Intentions 
and  Capacities  to  ferve  their  Country,  have  been 
forced  by  fome  unfortunate  Circumstance  to  turn 
them  to  contrary  Purpofes.  But  Inftances  are  in¬ 
finitely  more  numerous  of  Mmifiers ,  wrhofe 
blundering  Heads,  or  corrupt  Hearts,  have  pro¬ 
ved  the  Ruin  of  their  Mafiers ,  as  well  as  their 
Country.  Abfohite  Minifiers  are  hated,  even  in  ar* 
bitrary  Governments ,  becaufe  their  Meafures  mu  ft 
always  be  oppreiiive;  but  fuch  a  Poll  being  in- 
cGoiiftent  with  the  Nature  of  a  free  Government , 
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the  Exercife  of  it  mull  be  attended  with  farther 
Difficulties  and  ^ppofition  to  Thofe,  who  poflefs 
it.  Their  Ambition  and  Want  of  Moderation  in 
amaffing  Wealth,  foon  render  Them  the  Obje&s 
of  general  Hatred.  Again#  this  popular  Odium  the 
Prince’s  Favour  is  their  only  Protection.  The  Court 
is  a  Kind  of  San&uary  to  Them  ;  and  though  They 
may  be  capable  of  adviJing  the  be#  Meafurcs,  their 
Crimes  put  Them  under  the  Neceffity  of  comply¬ 
ing  with  the  wor#,  if  They  are  found  expedient. 
As  They  are  attack’d  by  the  People^  and  fupported 
by  the  Prince ,  They  naturally  conclude  that  Thev 
cannot  leflen  the  Power  of  the  former ,  nor  increafe 
That  of  the  latter  too  much  5  from  whence  it  hath 
fometimes  come  to  pafs  that  a  blundering ,  odious 
Minijler  hath  proved  the  Inftrument  of  arbitrary 
Power  j  and,  what  is  #i!l  more  ftrange,  under  a 
Prince ,  wrho  had  no  Deilgn  to  enflave  his  People ; 
for  fach  a  Prince  may  be  confcious  to  Himfelf  that 
He  intends  no  ill  Ufe  of  his  Power  •  but  there  is 
hardly  any  Prince  fo  very  felf-denying  as  to  decline 
Power ,  which  is  play’d  into  his  Hands.  Beiides, 
Power  is  never  ftationary,  but  progreffive  or  re¬ 
trograde  ;  and  thus  it  hath  frequently  happened 
that  a  good  Prince  hath  arrived  at  fuch  a  Pitch  of 
Power ,  as  was  never  hoped  for  by  Himfelf  nor  ap¬ 
prehended  by  the  People . 

How  far  This  might  have  been  our  Cafe,  by 
the  Execution  of  the  late  Sheme ,  let  *the  Reader 
determine.  In  natural  Con#itutions  there  is  a  Dif¬ 
ference  between  Death  and  a  Difeafe.  God  forbid 
I  fhould  fay  that  our  Liberties  are  deftroyed,  as 
the  Conjiderer  reprefents  me  !  May  they  long  be 
prcferved,  under  our  prefent  mo#  gracious  Sove¬ 
reign,  and  his  Family  !  But  barely  an  hone#  Zeal 
for  fecuring  this  Bleffing  invaluable  and,  if  once 
loft,  irrecoverable,  if  it  were  even  miftaken,  docs 
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not  deferve  that  opprobrious  Language  and  hard 
Treatment,  which  it  meets  with  every  Day.  I 
muff  likewife  put  the  Author  in  Mind  that  the  out¬ 
ward  Form  of  a  Government  may  be  preferred, 
when  the  Life  is  gone  •  and  if  there  Ihould  be  any 
Grumblers  in  fuch  a  State,  I  doubt  not  They 
would  be  anfwered  in  the  Words  of  our  Author', 
is  not  the  Nation ,  in  every  Infiance ,  governed  by  Law  5 
the  Property  of  the  meantfi  Subject  fecured  from  all 
Encroachments  5  Liberty ,  both  civil  and  religious , 
j preferred  without  any  Violation  ?  —I  believe  it  will 
be  hard  to  prove  that  Tiberius  ever  broke  any  Lawy 
in  his  publick  Adts.  Indeed,  why  Ihould  He  j 
when  He  had  a  Senate ,  that  made  and  palled  Sen¬ 
tences  by  Law ,  according  to  his  Plcafure?  This 
is  not  our  Cafe  at  prefen t,  and  I  hope  never  will ; 
but  I  mull  inlift  upon  it  that  the  Author  s  Way 
of  Reasoning  and  his  Patron's  Schemes  have  a 
diredt  Tendency  to  it.  To  fpeak  impartially 
and  plainly,  our  Confiitution  feems  to  be  neF 
ther  in  perfedt  Health,  npr  under  an  incurable  Dif- 
eafe  •  and  if  Thofe,  who  tend  it  either  in  or  out 
of  Parliament,  would  be  perfuaded  of  a  moil  cer¬ 
tain  Truth,  that  the  private  Interefl:  of  Themfelves 
and  their  Pofterity  is  neqeflarily  and  inleparably 
connedled  with  the  publick  Interefl:,  all  Things 
would  prefently  go  well. 

.  It  is  farther  inlinuated  that  nobody  oppofed  this 
hopeful  ProjeSl  but  Jacobites  and  Enemies  to  the 
Protefiant  Succejfion .  —  I  am  forry  to  hear  it  with 
all  my  Heart ;  for  if  This  is  really  the  Cafe,  the 
Pretender  muft  have  a  prodigious  Party  indeed  * 
and  We  ihould  be  obliged  ( as  Mrs.  Osborne  ob- 
lerves)  to  f apply  the  Want  oj  Natural  Strength 
with  great  Art.  But,  I  thank  God,  this  Infi- 
nu  ation  is  abfolutely  groundlefs.  Every  Body 
knows  that  the  Bill  was  oppofed  by  the  trueft 

Friends 
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Friends  of  Liberty ,  and  by  Men  of  all  Denomina¬ 
tions,  except  the  Papists  ;  who  might  naturally 
wifh  it  Succefs  as  a  Scheme ,  which  tended  to  alienate 
the  Affections  of  the  People  from  his  prefent  Ma- 
jeffy,  and  was  the  moil  probable  Method  of  paving 
the  Way  for  an  Event,  which  I  dread  to  name. 

The  laft  Point  to  be  considered  is ;  whether  the 
Nation  is  obliged  to  the  Projector  for  his  lingular 
Modefty  in  dropping  the  Bill ;  and  whether  it  is 
how  actually  laid  alide,  or  only  f  ufp  ended  till  a  more 
convenient  Opportunity  oj  pujhing  it  into  Execution t 
'  In  the  firft  Place,  it  is  neccflary  to  confider  the 
Progrefs  of  this  Affair  from  its  firit  Conception  t6 
the  prefent  Time  ;  for  I  muff  obferve  that  it  was 
no  fudden  Expedient T  accidentally  ftarted  to  fupply 
the  current  Services  of  the  Government,  inffead  of 
a  Land-Tax ,  as  the  ProjeBor  and  his  Advocates 
pretend* *  but  a  deliberate,  fettled  Scheme ,  which 
hath  been  laid  many  Years,  and  was  to  be  execu¬ 
ted  by  Degrees,  as  Opportunities  offered,  and  the 
Nation  could  be  drawn  into  it.  About  ten  Years 
ago,  the  Projector  gain’d  a  considerable  Step,  by 
the  Excife  on  Coffee ,  Tea  and  Chocolate .  Some  Time 
after  This,  a  notable  Treatife  was  publifhed,  inti- 
tied  *  an  Effay  on  the  publick  Debts  of  this  King¬ 
dom  £$c.  which  was  particularly  patroniz’d  by  the 
Projector j  and  contain’d  an  elaborate  Recommenda* 
tion  of  the  fame  Scheme.  Nay,  it  is  even  faid  that 
the  Perfon ,  who  wrote  this  Piece ,  had  the  peculiar 
Honour  of  drawing  up  the  late  Bill,  and  hath  recei* 
ved  fome  other  Marks  of  Favour  for  his  Services 
to  the  Publick.  In  the  Year  1730,  the  Excife  upon 
Salt  was  revived,  under  the  Pretence  of  taking  oif 
one  Shilling  in  the  Pound  on  Land  *  and  the  Pro - 
jeffor  declared,  at  the  fame  Time,  that  it  Gentle* 

I  nTc& 
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men  would  come  into  fome  proper  Regulations  in 
the  Manner  of  colie  fling  the  publick  Revenues ,  He 
would  undertake  to  eafe  Them  from  the  other 
Shilling .  This  was  prelcntly  underflood  to  meaist 
an  Excife  *  which  alarm’d  the  City  of  London  and 
the  whole  Nation  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  They  pe¬ 
titioned  their  Reprefentatives,  in  the  moil  earneft 
Manner,  to  oppofe  any  fuch  Deiign,  and  took  all 
other  prudent  Methods  to  defeat  it,  before  the 
Parliament  met  fall  Year.  Yet  flill  the  Projeflor 
peril ifed  in  his  Scheme,  againfl  the  Senfe  of  the 
whole  Nation,  and  the  Advice  of  his  belt  Friends. 
The  dreadful  Appreheniions  of  the  People,  which 
fufficiently  manifelted  Themfelves  upon  this  Occa¬ 
sion,  were  fo  far  from  foftening  his  Mind,  or  al¬ 
tering  his  Purpofe,  that  They  feem’d  to  add  new 
Vigour  to  his  Refolutions,  and  determine  Him  not 
to  give  Way.  At  laft,  indeed,  when  his  boafled 
Majority  was  dwindled  down  to  Sixteen  from  Sixty- 
me,  He  began  to  look  about  Him,  and  found  it 
neceflary  to  prevent  another  Divifion,  if  pofiible. 
He  therefore  moved  to  adjourn  the  fecond  reading 
of  the  Bill  for  a  Month  •  but  fome  Gentlemen,  who 
were  not  altogether  fatisfy’d  with  this  Expedient, 
propofed  a  longer  Day,  and  fo  the  Matter  ended  laft 
SelTion. 

It  is  not  my  Bulinefs  to  difpute  the  Regularity 
of  his  Condufl,  upon  this  Occaiion;  but  I  cannot 
fee  any  peculiar  Modcjly ,  or  great  Mtr it  in  it}  for 
though  his  Advocates  are  pleafed  to  declaim  very 
floridly  upon  it,  as  an  Inftance  of  his  tender  Re - 
gard  for  the  Inclinations,  arid  even  the  Prejudices  of 
the  People }  there  are  other  Perfons  as  Sagacious  as 
Fhey,  who  believe  no  fuch  thing  }  but  are  fully 
convinced  that  his  Complyance  wras  owing  to  a 
very  ftrong  Probability,  nay  almoft  a  Certainty, 
that  if  the  Bill  had  been  puftfd  any  farther,  jt 

would 
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would  have  been  thrown  out  in  fuch  a  Manner 
to  preclude  the  Revival  of  it ;  whereas  by  ad* 
journing  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Bill  is  only 
fufpended  for  a  Time,  and  may  be  refumed  upon 
ome  other  Occalion. 

That  This  was  the  Projectors  Scnle  of  the  Mat¬ 
ter,  appeared  from  his  own  Mouth;  for  at  the 
"ame  Time  that  He  moved  for  adjourning  the  far¬ 
mer  Coniideration  of  the  Bill  to  a  long  Day,  He 
expatiated  very  largely  on  the  Advantages  of  it, 
md  plainly  intimated  that  He  chofe  this  Method, 
'n  order  to  prevent  its  being  intirely  rejected* 

The  fame  View  is  farther  evident  from  the  Wri¬ 
tings  of  his  Advocates ,  ever  fince;  and  is  even  ex- 
>refly  acknowledged  by  two  of  'Them,  One ,  *  who 
cems  to  be  a  very  pretty  Writer,  extolls  the  Wif- 
iom  of  this  Expedient  in  the  following  Terms. 

a  The  Circumftance  therefore  of  fufpen ding  it 
c  I  have  always  look'd  upon  one  of  the  mod  lively 
x  Expedients,  that  could  have  been  imagined.  In 
,c  the  firlt  Place,  it  was  a  Proof,  as  hath  been  faid 
i  betore,  of  the  iincere  Concern  of  the  Minifry  for 
c  the  Inclinations  of  the  People.  Secondly,  it  pre* 
c  vented  the  triumphs  of  the  Opfcfetion,  in  set- 
c  ting  it  inti  rely  aside;  and  thirdly,  it  left 
i  a  Door  Jtill  open  for  the  Revival  of  the 
‘  Scheme,  when  Party-Spleen  and  f£li~intcrdlcd 
c  Views  are  better  reconciled  to  the  publick 
c  Good,  and  perhaps  for  the  Bills  thcmfclves  to  be 
c  more  fuccelsfully  adapted  to  the  Bufwefs  of  the 
i  State,  and  the  Humour  of  the  Hat  ion. 

The  other  Writer,  having  like  wile  paid  his  Gom- 
diments  to  the  Scheme,  proceeds  in  thefe  remark- 
tble  Words.  — Therefore  I  think  the  Minifry 

I  2  u  in* 
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«  jnexcufeable  for  giving  up  to  Noife  and  Fadfion 
u  a  Projetf,  fo  vilibly  beneficial  to  the  Publicity 
“  but  I  hope  that  the  Deftgn  is  not  absolutely 
u  laid  aside,  and  that  the  Execution  of  it  only 
<f  is  prorogu'd. 

Here  are  two  plain  Declarations  without  any 
Difguife,  fince  the  Bill  was  dropt,  that  there  is  a 
Delign  of  bringing  it  on  again,  whenever  a  favou¬ 
rable  Conjuncture  fhall  offer  it  felf  *  and  notwith¬ 
standing  the  wretched  Sophiffry  of  our  Author ,  it 
is  very  plain  that  the  fame  Delign  ffill  fublifts; 
for-  though  He  repeats  his  Affertion,  almoft  in. 
every  Page,,  that  the  Scheme  is  intirely  laid  afide , 
and  given  up  for  ever  ;  yet  He  is  perpetually  la¬ 
bouring  to  iliew  the  Advantages  of  it,  and  what 
a  terrible  Lofs  the  People  have  fuftained  by  the 
Defeat  of  it.  Indeed,  the  whole  Piece  is  fuch  a 
confus'd  Jumble  of  filly  Blunders,  Inconfiftencies 
and  Contradictions,  that  I  am  fully  confirm'd  in  my 
Conjedfure,  concerning  the  Author \  The  very  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Car  us  breathes  in  every  Line*  and  the 
out  fiance  of  all  his  Reafoning  may  be  fumnfd  up 
in  the  following  Speech  ;  which  I  fuppofe  intend¬ 
ed  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Excife-Party  to  their  E- 
Jcdtors. 

u  I  cannot  deny  ,  dear  Joy ,  that  I  voted  for  the 
H  Excife-Bill  laff  Seffion,  and  you  are  very  angry 
u  with  me  for  it,  and  tell  Me  faith  !  that  you 
u  will  not  chufe  me  again.  Now  That  is  very 
u  barbarous,  Honey  ;  for  o’my  Shoul,  if  you  will 
a  but  truft  me  for  feven  Years  more,  I  will  never 

<c  put  you  in  fuch  a  Paffion  again. - Not  but 

“  this  fame  Excife  is  a  very  fine  Thing;  and  I  am 
“  Pure,  Honey,  you  cannot  fubfift  without  it;  yet 
u  for  all  1  hat,  I  will  be  againfl  it,  becaufe  you 
u  were  angry ;  but  if  you  don't  chufe  Me  again, 

how 
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a  how  fhall  I  be  able  to  fhew  you,  dear  Joy ,  that 
u  I  am  againft  it ;  and  how  much  I  prefer  your 
a  Favour  to  the  Good  of  my  Country  ? 

I  appeal  to  every  impartial  Reader  of  this  impar - 
tial  Piece ,  whether  the  natural  Conflrudiion  of  it  is 
not  fairly  rcprefented  in  this  Speech  ;  and  I  think  an 
hone  ft  Freeholder  may  anfwer  it  in  the  following 

fhort  and  plain  Manner. - -  u  Sir ,  you  defire 

w  me  to  rechufo  you,  and  afiure  me  that  you  will 
u  never  vote  again  for  the  Excife,  which  I  have 
u  Reafon  to  dread  above  all  Things;  but  it  hap-. 
u  pens.  Sir,  that  here  is  a  very  honeft,  Country  Gen~ 
a  tleman  in  the  Neighbourhood ,  who  I  am  fure 
u  detefts  it  from  his  Heart,  and  therefore  I 
u  fhall  think  my  felf  as  fafe,  at  leaf,  in  his 
u  Hands, 

But  though  it  is  of  the  laft  Importance  to  the 
People  to  give  a  finifhing  Blow  to  this  Scheme ,  the 
Prejetfcr  is  certainly  obliged  by  Inter  eft.  Honour , 
Duty  and  Confcience  to  purfue  it.  .  I  believe,  his* 
belt  Friends  will  not  deny  that  it  was  the  Sheet- 
Anchor  of  his  future  Power ;  and  now,  the  Cable 
being  cut,  He  finds  Himfelf  at  Sea  in  blowing 
Weather.  In  the  next  Place,  I  leave  the  World  to 
judge  how  far  Honour  and  Reputation  (which  are 
real  Power  to  a  MinifterJ  may  engage  Him  to: 
carry  on  the  fame  Projetf.  Can  there  be  a  greater 
Snbjed:  of  Triumph  than  to  get  a  Scheme,  which 
had  been  exploded  with  fo  much  Contempt,  pafskl 
by  a  large  Majority  in  a  new  Parliament  ?  Can  a 
Map  of  Spirit  have  any  Thing  more  at  Heart  than* 
fuch  a  Victory  in  the  very  Field,  where  He  before 
received  fo  fignal  a  Defeat? — Suppofing  Him  un-- 
fway'd  by  any  of  thefc  Motives,  yet,  if  He  is  fincere 
in  his  Manifcfto,  nothing  ought  to  divert  Him 
from  a  Prcjeff,  big  with  fo  many  Advantages  to 
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his  Country,  by  putting  an  End  to  (a)  Frauds , 
and  ( [b )  preferving  the  Health  of  his  Majefty’s 
Subjects  from  the  wicked  Machinations  of  Coopers 
and 'Wine-Brewers ;  by  improving  the  Revenue,  and 
eating  the  Land-holder,  without  hurting  the  reft  of 
the  Nation  ;  by  curing  (c)  Jacdbitifm  amongft  the 
Gentry,  enriching  the  Clergy,  and  in  Time  reliev¬ 
ing  the  (d)  Poor  from  their  moft  burthenfome 
Taxes  ;  a  ProjeSl,  which  exadteth  nothing  from 
the  (e)  Consumer ,  but  what  He  pays  already,  and 
at  once  removes  all  the  (f)  Inconveniences  com¬ 
plain'd  of  in  the  prcfent  Excife  Laws  which  tends 
to  the  Improvement  of  Truth  and  Morality  by  pre¬ 
venting  (^)  Perjury  ;  and  would  raife  up  a  Monu¬ 
ment  of  (h)  Popularity  to  Himfelf.  - - 1  fay, 

one  mu  ft  fuppofe  the  Projector  not  only  wretchedly 
timorous,  but  even  profligate,  fhouid  He  be  pre¬ 
vail'd  upon  by  any  Confiderations  to  abandon  a 
Scheme ,  fraught  with  fo  many  Advantages  to  his 
native  Country, 

Why  need  I  faymore  ?  Hath  it  teen  once  own’d 
since  the  Bill  was  dropt,  that  putting  it  in  a  Man¬ 
ner  fo  difrgreeable  to  the  Nation  was  a  wrong 
Me^fure?  Have  not  the  Advantages  of  the  Scheme 
been  preferred  even  to  the  A  Sections  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple?  Is  it  not  ilill  recommended  in  every  minifte- 
rial  Pamphlet  and  Paper  ?  Is  not  all  the  Machi¬ 
nery  of  the  Projector  play’d  to  procure  Seats  fcwr 
Thofe,  who  gave  Him  their  Affiftancc  ?  Nay, 
are  Wc  not  told  in  the  News-Papers  that  the 
good  People  of  Mahnsbury ,  Calm ,  and  feme  o- 
thcr  Boroughs,  have  been  lately  fpirited  up  to 
diftinguifh  Themfelves,  by  drinking  the  Healths 
of  thofe  glorious  Patriots ,  who  voted  for  the  Ex- 
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■Ife  Scheme? -  It  is  therefore  incumbent  pn  the 

Body  of  the  People,  who  are  of  another  Opinion,  ' 
to  oppofe  this  Defign  •  and  if  They  ihould  be  fe¬ 
nced  from  their  Duty  cn  the  next  and,  perhaps, 
the  laid  important  Occasion  of  fhewing  it,  I  am 
confident  it  will  not  be  from  a  Motive  of  Convic¬ 
tion,  but  fomething  elfe,  which  is  not  very  decent 
to  name.  Itisablurd  for  People  to  exped:  upright 
Proceedings  from  Members  chofen  upon  fuch  Mo¬ 
tives.  In  political  Bodies,  what  is  fown  in  Cor¬ 
ruption  will  not  be  raifed  in  Incorruption .  There 
feems  to  be  at  prefent  a  CefTation,  at  leaft,  of 
Party  AnmofttieSy  and  an  happy  Confpiration  of  all 
Men  in  a  general  Delign  to  fupport  and  preferve 
our  Conilitution.  This  is  the  greateft  Bldling, 
which  could  poffibly  happen  to  Great  Britain ,  and 
I  hope  will  be  improved  to  the  beft  Advantage  at 
the  enfuing  Election. 

The  Confiderer  having  prefaced  his  Piece  with  a 
Pafiage  from  the  Tragedy  of  Catoy  I  iliall  conclude 
mine  with  another  from  the  fame  Play  •  I  mean 
Catos  Anfwer  to  Deciusy  when  He  deiires  to  know 
upon  what  Terms  Ceefar  may  purchafe  his  Friend¬ 
ship.  The  Roman  Patriot  replies  in  thefe  Words, 
which  the  Projector  and  his  Advocate  may  apply  as 
They  pleale. 

— — — Bid  Him  disband  his  Legions* 

Rejtore  the  Commonwealth  to  Liberty , 

Submit  his  Actions  to  the  publick  Cenfure , 

And  jland  the  Judgment  of  a  Pvoman  Senate . 

Lid  Him  do  : Tkts}  and  Cato  is  his  Friend . 


F  I  H  I  S. 


